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No.

Mr. PATRICK: I am very glad to hava
that information.

The Premier: It is a recent draft.

The Premier: The present ecompany law
congists of an Act and about 15 amendments.

Mr. PATRICK: I regret to notice tha
falling off in subseriptions to the charities
consultations, as these consultations have
been responsible for much of the finanee re-
quired by a number of our deserv-
ing charitable institations. Probably one
of the reasons for the falling off
is the tremendous e¢all for contribu-
butions to local patriotic funds. The
Ministry conld assist the Lotteries Com-
mission considerably by cleaning up starting
price betting. Starting price bookmakers
arc a hlot on this community, especially in
wartime,

Mr. Fox: Why not cxtend that to horse-
racing as well?

Mr. PATRICK : That can be done, if the
bkon. member so wishes. I do not know
whether this will interest the Minister for
Labour, but recently when I was in the
Eastern States I was told in the various
capitals that starting price betting was West-
ern Australia’s greatest industry. I agree with
the member for West Perth (Mr. McDon-
ald) that sufficient advantage bas not been
taken of the services of members of this
House, and that some use could be made of
them on committces and in other directions.
Yn view of the present war situation there
is no time for party bickering; we must all
stand absolutely together. While the posi-
tion is grave, at least we know to-day where
we stand. We have discovered by experience
that. elaborately built alliances are brittle
things when put to the test, and we must
learn to depend on ourselves. We have
realised also that democracy can survive
only ns a result of constant preparation for
defence. I cndorse a great many of the re-
marks of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Tonkin) along those lines. It
is expensive and dangerous to wait for an
attack before preparing for defence. It is
obvious, as the member for West Perth
pointed out, that Aunstralia will not be in
a safe position until it obtaing a larger
population. At the same time when immi-
gration is resumed we should be careful to
ensure that we have only the right type
of people. Personally, I would keep out al-

together certain types of Europeans who,
if not openly against us, are at least not a
source of sirength in time of trouble.

On motion by Mr. Hill, debate adjourned.

STANDING ORDERS.
Report of Committee.
Mr. Marshall (Murchison) brought up
the repori of the Standing Orders Com-
mittee.

Ordered: That the report be printed and
its consideration made an Ovder of the
Day for the next sitting.

House adjourned at 5-Lc p.m,

Negislative Council,
Tuesday, 6th August, 1940
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WOOROLOO FARM
CLEARING,

Hon. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief See-
retary: What is the average cost per ac¢re,
to date, of the clearing being carried out for
the Government at Wooroloo?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Four
hundred and thirty-three (433) acres have
been cleared at Wooroloo Farm at a cost of
£18,106, or £41 16s. 4d. per acre. It is
heavy jarrah and redgum eountry, and the

work has been earried out by men who are

medieally classified as “C” class, unable
through their physieal disahilities to do
ordinary relief work, such as road con-
struction, railway work, ete.

QUESTION—SUPERPHOSFHATE,
ETC.
Stocks and Imports,

Hon. H. L. ROCHE asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What quantity of phosphatic
rock wag held in this State on the Ist Sep-
tember, 1939¢ 2, What quantity of manu-
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factured or part-manufactured superphos-
phate was in the hands of the Phosphates
Commission in Western Australia, or local
manufacturers on the 1st September, 19399
3, What quantity of phosphatic rock has
been imported into Western Australia since
the 1st September, 1939, and how much of
these imports has been carried in British or
British-controlled ships? 4, (a) What
quantity of salphur and sulphuric acid was
beld in stock by the superphosphate manu-
facturing companies in Western Australia
on the 1st September, 193927 (h) What
quantity has been imported into the State
since that date? (¢) What quantity of (h)
was of Ausfralian origin?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
This information ean he obtained only from
the Commonwealth. 2, Answered by No. 1.
3, 2,157,220 cwts. of phosphatic rock were
imported into this State from 1st Septem-
ber, 1939, io 30th June, 1940. Separate
particulars of ships which carried this cargo
are not recorded. 4, (a} Answered by No.
I; (b) and (e) The statistical item under
which sulphurie aeid is recorded also eovers
muriatic and nitric acids, and values only
are reported, Importations under this head-
ing for the period 1st September, 1939, to
30th June, 1940, were as follow:—Austra-
lian origin, £178; oversea origin, £143.
Quantities of sulphur imported during the
same period were:—Australian origin, 1
ewt.; oversea origin, 516,667 cwt.

QUESTION—BAILWAYS,
Commissioner’s Tours of Inspeclion.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL asked the Chief
Seeretary: What is the total cost of the
whole of the annuval tours of inspection
made by the Commissioner of Railways for
the years ended the 30th June, 1939, and
1940 respectively?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Cost
of inspection tours are not kept separately.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 1st August,

HON. W. J MANN (South-West)
[4.38]: At the outset I should like to asso-
ciate myself with the expressions of wel-
come that have already been voiced to the

three new members who are with us this
session. I have known two of them for a
number of years, and I feel sure that their
advent to this Chamber will be for the bet-
terment of the State and that their experi-
ence will be extremely valuable. T have not
had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Roche for
very long, but if his remarks on this debate
may be taken as a eriterion, I am satisfied
that he will prove a very valuable acquisi-
tion to the House. At the same fime I
should like to add a word of appreciation
of the services of the three members wheo
retived. Each of them has left behind a
record of serviee that we reesall with
pleasure, and 1 feel that we are the
poorer for not having them with us.

Not a great deal is to be gained at o time
like the present by following along the lines
usually adopted on the Address-in-reply de-
bate. I do not mean to indieate that we
should stifle criticism where eriticism may
be desirable, or that we should follow the
Government blindly, but we are in such a
position that we should bend our minds to
a consideration of the very serious problem
that confronts the nation. We as a nation
are in a position of, one might say, a lone
force facing a hostile world. During the
past two months the enemy has been rein-
forced by all the valuable fighting material,
all the available means of produection, and
all the man power of perbaps a dozen large
and small subjugated nations, T helieve
that never in the history of war has there
been a parallel to the position in which the
British Empire finds itself to-day, That
position, moreover, is rendered even more
serious by the fact that standing behind
those who are opposed to us are two other
great nations, both of which are observing a
very thinly veiled neutrality, and concern-
ing whose actions in the future I have not
the least doubt in the world. It iz extra-
ordinary that many people seem to have the
idea that the events of the last year or so
are simply mere accident., Rather the re-
verse is the fact: all the successes that have
been gained by those in opposition to us
have been schedunled for a long time and
have taken place without any serious loss
or stoppage; that is, until the capitulation
of France some time ago. I wish here to
say also that we in this part of Australia
are perhaps one of the minor units from the
aspect of numbers, but are one of the major
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units insofar as we have at our disposal
means and rvesources that are cxtremely
valuable at such a time as this. The utilisa-
tion of these resources can play a very large
part in assisting our country.

Probably most of us have at one time or
another expressed feelings of impatience at
what the Australian Government has done
or is deing in the direction of war effort.
In this regard I expeet I have been guilty
as have many others, but I hold that when
we examine the position we must realise
that we ought to be very patient and not
cast reflections upon those who carry the
burden of government, because, after
all, they are merely a handful of en
who have shouldered a colossal task of
the widest ramifications. It is pleas-
ing to know that slowly but, I think,
surely the forees that can be harnessed
are being recognised and that in many direc-
tions they are being made to contribute a
great deal more towards the sibews of war
than has been the case in the past. When
criticising the Federal Government we
should remember that the only real eriti-
cism we might offer is that probably Federal
Ministers are personally attempting to do
too much and should have ealled in earlier
far more of expert assistance.

As regards war I always have been
a conscriptionist, and there is not much
chance of my ever changing. I do not mean
mercly conseription of manhood. That is
only one phase. T hold that on the outhreak
of hostilities we should have conseription of
wealth and conseription of industry; con-
seription of man power and of all
those things which ean be utilised for
the common good in war time. With-
out such eontrol, without harnessing such
resources, we cannot Jogically expect to
prevail against those who have made more
than a speciality of conscription of all
forces. Unfortunately, as regards the idea
of all-round conseription I am one of a
minority; but I do not intend to let that
circumstanee prevent me from expressing
my opinions. If we cannot have completo
conseription, then I think those of us whe
are in the minority can still do our hest to
endeavour to impress upon the people the
need of moare action and fewer words. Be-
cause our life in the main has been easy and
comfortable, a great number of people in this
country seemingly fnil to realise the extent
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anil seriousness an¢l the possibilities of the
present eonflict, If one looks around, one
might almost arrive at the conclusion thati
nothing short of invasion of Australia will
bring some of our people to realise what is
hefore us. Distance, and the faet that we
are somewhat outside the orbit of hostili-
ties, have prevented us from getting the
right perspective. When we read of some
of the statements and actions, fortunately
not in this part of Australia but elsewhore
in the Commonwealth, concerning the war,
when we learn of the obstructive efforts
that have been made in some direetions,
we feel angry. We wonder sometimes just
how long some of these people will he
permitted to continue to aet in this way
and to praectise their pernicions doetrines;
because, after all, these obstructionist tae-
ties definitely are to our own disadvantage,
while giving the enemy cause for rejoicing.
The eall in Anstralia today is for unity,
unity in deed and unity in action. We
should drop all party shibboleths that have
been indulged in our Parliaments for some
vears past. To be told that party con-
siderations prevent the inauguration of a
National Government at Canberra is to me
an exceedingly sorry admission, At the
present time party polities throughout
Australia should be put into cold storage
and kept there.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Quite right.

Hon. W. J, MANN: We have no use for
party polities anywhere in the world as we
know it. I hope our Government will order
its proceedings during the present session
on non-party lines. The Licut.-Governor’s
speech—one of the weakest and least
econstruetive that I have ever perused—
does not give us much idea of what is be-
fore us; if it does, we are in for a lean
session. The Government ought to he
castigated for not having taken Parlia-
ment into its confidence, For years past I
have Leen of opinion that Governments
here have lost much of their effecliveness
and bave made their path much more
thorny than it might otherwise have been
because of the fact that they did not take
this House more into their confidence with
respect to legislation: I sineerely hope we
shall have no legislation this session of a
contentious nature; but should it prove to
be so then I hope no time will be lost mn
unseemly debate. I trust the Government
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will not hesitate to soufer with ihis
Chamber, so that the legislation may be
passed as quickly as possible,

We have been at war nearly a year and very
little has been done so far to organise for
the production of food, clothing, weapons,
teansport and munitions, all of which ave
essential if we are to keep our fighting forces
at the front at the highest piteh of efficiency.
Read a3 one will in an endeavour to sum up
the situation, I cannot see anything but a
long conflict ahead of us. I helieve we are
wasting valuable time, beeause we are but
slowly recognising the faet that in this war
more than in any other it will be the forces
on the home front that will play the deecid-
ing part. I understand that the Australian
Agricultaral Council meets in Sydney next
week and will discuss an all-in  war-time
effort. I sincerely hope that that all-in war-
time effort will get past the diseussion siage
and that out of it will come very rapidly
further means of augmenting the essentials
of war. Western Australia merely awaits
an opportunity to be able to assist in many
ways. We can produce in this State 2 long
list of extremely important commodities.
Here I may say that I am in full accord
with the idea of stabilising the prices of our
primary products as soon as pessible and
getting down te some conerete proposal with
regard to the production of cereals, hutter,
cheese, hacon, eggs, meat and fruoits in the
future. We should commence on a long-
range programme, not a programme from
vear to year, because wunless the primary
producer can sce some encouragement ahead
theve is a possibility that he may slacken his
efforts rather than aceelerate them. Better
a hundred times that we should have a sur-
plus of these commodities rather than a
deficiency. Even though the surplus may
cost a few million pounds, money that is
expended on primary production imme-
diately goes beek into eiveulation.

Reference has been made to the faet that
we have 6,000 unemployed persons who are
members of reeognised trade unions in this
State, T suppose if it were possible for onc
to obtain figures, it would be found that we
have at least another 6,000 unemployed per-
sons who are not members of unions and
many of whom are middle-aged and in ad-
vanced years. I desire to pay a tribute to
the hundreds of young men who have en-
listed for service, a larze proportion having

iihl

come from our country districts.  There
will be an aftermath, and that will be a very
serious labour problem for the people in
the country, It was bad enough in all con-
science last vear, bat for the future it secms
to me that it must get worse. One of the
directions in which the State Government
ean help without waiting for a lead from the
Federal Government or anyone else, is to
take stock of these unemployed people and
ascertain how many are available to go into
the country to assist the farmers by provid-
ing the labour that the farmers must have.

Hon. ¢. B. Wood: The Government will
not do that, '

Hon. W, J. MANN: T believe the Govern-
ment will have to do it because unless
labour can be seeured, then produetion must
decline. Whilst a proporfion of the unem-
ployed may be unsuited for work in the
country, I am certain from my own know-
ledge—I have seen hundreds of these
people—that they would make useful rural
workers.

Hon. G. B. Wood:
farmers,

Hon. W. J. MANN: Quite possibly. I
have every reason to appreeiate much of
the work that has been done by these un-
employed in the province I and my col-
leagues represent, but the work that iz being
carried out by these people in the country,
while it is wseful, can afford to wait and
the men engaged on it can be employed to
better advantage. We must speed np pri-
mary production. We have immense fight-
ing forces to provide for and we cannot
afford not to continue to produce. If the
Government is able to spend money in what
I might eall—I do not say it in a derogatory
sense—non-essential work to-day it can
afford to subsidise the farmers.

The Chief Secretary: Can yon enlarge on
that idea?

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes, if necessary. I
am not thinking of the individual; T am
thinking of the great task before us, and if
we have to offer subsidies in the manner sug-
gested, it is better to use the money in that
way. 1 do not consider anyone will raise
any objection to such action. While there
may be some people who wounld possibly be
inclined to take advantage of a scheme such
as that, we know that it has been done in
the past, as the Chief Secretary has said.
Surely it is not bevond the ability of the

Some of them are
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Government to devise 2 scheme to deal with
this class of pegple. There is a word that
has not been mueh heard of in the past—
ideology. I have Leen vending quite a lot
lately about ideology and there appears to
be an inelination to interpret it as a term
fo eloak some kind of “ism,” nazism, fas-
cism, pacifism, or some sort of democravy.
But there is another ideology eoming and
whatever it is, it is going to hring a great
change to the people of all nations. Tt
might he a compromise, a coalition or sole-
thing between the forces to which I have
just referred, but whatever it is, no man
can say; he would be foolish indeed to try
to make a prediction.

The Chief Seeretary interjected,

Hon. W. J. MANN: There are ceven good
things in the Labour Party, but there are
others with which I should be sorry to he
associated,  However, we will not discuss
that new hecause, as I said earlier in my re-
marks, party politics shonld be put into eold
storage.

Hon. G. Fraser:
House.

Tlon. W. J. MANN: I am glad to hear
the hon member say that.

Hon. J. Cornell: T am afraid you are dig-
ging in barren ground.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Even barren ground
can be made produetive if we go the right
way about it.  This harren ground may
be productive. I do say, however, that
the problem of Parliament is not so much
putting through new legislation as it is to
give the people a lead. They are looking
for a Jead and this State ean give it and
should give it. Therefore, this Honse should
assist in that dircetion, especially if it is
womething that will make for the eommon
ood,

This is not a party

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Meiro-
politan) [5.31]: I am deeply appreciative
of the kindly welcome extended to me on
my return, after 17 vears, to the scene of
my earliest political activities, activities that
have been of an unusually varied character
and which have carried me far afirld, and
through experiences in a period of un-
nsnal world turmoil. Those experiences,
I hope, have not been entirely thrown
away., I wvalue particolarly the wel-
acome I received from those fowr hon.
members, the only four who were mem-
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bers of this Chamber when 1 was elected
to it 28 years ago, yourself, Mr. Presi-
dent; our worthy Chairman of Com-
mittees; Mr. Drew and Mr, Hamersley, 1t
15 too, n pleasure to renew assoviation with
those who were eclected during my early

membership and  from whom 1 received
cordial  co-operation  during the seven
vears | was a Leader of this House. 1

wish to take this opportunity of again
acknowledging the extreme courtesy and con-
sideration that 1 reeeived from different Gov-
ernments during the whole period I oven-
pied the office of Agent-General in London,
For almost the whole of those nine aud
a half years the Treasury benches in this
State were gecupied by men who had always
heen my political opponents; bot it would
have heen impossible for me to rveeceive
more confidential and kindly treatment had I
been a leading member of their own party.
Because of that circumstance and because
of the splendid loyalty and exceptional effic-
iency of the entive staff of Savoy House,
and the co-operation that existed at all times
between the High Commissioner and the
Agent-Generals of the different States, my
stay in London was a particularly pleasant
one.

The Speech of His Excelleney the Lieut.-
Governor is frankly, and I think wisely,
couched in very general terms. In these day=
of chance and change when no one knows
what the tircumstances of to-morrow may
bring forth, the Government might well be
diffident aboul setting out a cut-and-dried
programme of scssional proposals, I shall
follow that example and speak in a very
generzl way. Tt has been said that one of
the weaknesses of Democracies, is that pol-
itieal parties, not one political party, bnt
all political parties in all Democracies
are prone to ftell the people those things
they think the people would like to
know. They are very shy of telling
the people unpleasant truths that they
ought to he made to understand. Sinee
T regard this as a non-party House, it is
surely 5 place in which one might indulge
in saying those things that seem to one to
be the trath, even though they may not he
particularly pleazant. Altogether apart
from the present emergency of war, mo one
can feel at nll satisfied with the course of
events in Australia, as well as in this State,
over a long period of years. I can at all
events ¢laim that during my 28 years in
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politics T have consistently opposed what
may still be regarded as the dominant fea-
tures of Australia’s policy. That policy is
based on the assumption that by means of
high protective tariffs, cutting out out-
side competition, and arbitration courts
designed to assure to the worker a fair share
of the prolits earned, it is possible to build up
and maintain a high standard of living and
promote the general prosperity of the coun-
try. I have no hesitation in saying that that
poliey has hopelessly failed, apart altogether
from this present emergency of war. It has
been holstered up by huge public borrowing.
We all listened with interest to the review
of our State public borrowing that Mr.
Holmes furnished to us the other day. Tor
a young State, sparsely populated, and in
- the early stages of its development, it may
be entirely fitting that there should be ex-
tensive borrowing. It all depends on how
the borrowed money is spent. Borrowed
money spent on wealth production finds its
own means of paying interest and sinking
fund. Borrowed money spent in any other
way cannot fail to become a permanent bur-
den upon the community. Where has this
policy brought us? Taking Australia as a
whole, it has meant the building up of a
number of great cities. Qur own eity of
Perth is one of which we may well be proud.
When walking around Perth I sometimes
think there is only one street worthy of a
great capital, namely, St. George’s-terrace,
If we walk along the Terrace we find that
most of the fine buildings are the result of
the activities of organisations, mnot to
create wealth but fo look after the people’s
money. If we contrast those magnificent
buildings with the eonditions obtaining
throughout the eountry, where the wenlth
of the State is produced, we cannot fail to
come to the conclusion that there is some-
thing wrong with the poliey we have fol-
lowed.

We cannot help feeling that the prosperity
of the State is to a large extent artificial
and cannot possibly continue under present
conditions. Consider what would be the posi-
tion of Western Australia to-day if it weve
not for the stimulus that circumstances have
given to our goldmining industry. I venture
to say that our position would be deplorable,
worse than it has ever been at any period in
our history. In this conneetion I should like
to express regret that & more emphatic pro-
test was not entered against the monstrously
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unjust system of taxing gold production, a
system that is applied to no other industry.
It is a system that imposes an utterly undue
burden npon what is almost entirely a Wes-
tern Australian industey. Some people may
say, “What does it matter? The burden
falls upon the Loudon shareholders.” 1t
must be remembered that Brilish taxation
itself is on a higher level than ever before.
So far from the war having brought greater
profits to the goldmining companies, very
few of them have not seen a fall in
the value of their shares. They are all
quoted at a lower figure since war
broke out. Wg have to consider the possi-
bility of the effeet of that hurden upon the
goldmining industry. We know what fol-
lowed the plundering of that indnstry during
the last war. By aequiring gold at the old
price and selling it at its world value, ihe
Commonwealth authoritiecs played an im-
portant part in  Tbringing the indus-
try to a state of stagnation a few
years later. There is still a danger of
the withdrawal of that interest in our gold-
mining industry that has done se much to
koop Woestern Australin afloat through o time
of great difficulty and trouble. T notice in
the “West Australian” this morning that an
appeal is being made to the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court for an inerease in the basie wage
in 70 key industries. The adveeate of that
inerease, by the way, is an ex-leeturer on
econontics in the University of Western Aus-
tralin. He pointed ont that the 70 key in-
dustries in question had inereased their pro-
fits in the last three years by 36.8 per cent,,
and their reserves hy 40 per eent. T hope
before that case is concluded the judge in the
Federal Arbitration Conrt will want to know
what these industries are, so that both he and
the public may see the profits that are being
made, and to what extent they are the result
of some form of political privilege. If he
is going to inerease the basic wage hecause
of the high profits of certain protected ven-
tures, what will hecome of the other indus-
tries in Australia not enjoying such advan-
tages? We are in danger of being ground
between the upper and the nether millstones.
At the top we have privileged big business
flaunting befere a growingly diseontented
people, exorbitant profits resulting chiefly
from some form or other of politieal privi-
lege. At the other end we have cast-iron
trade union regulations, hamstringing indus-
try and discouraging enterprise, and with it
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all an apparently ingoluble problem of un-
employment. It is a grim commentary on
Australian poliey that in a yowng country
of such great resoumrces, and so much work
waiting to be done, there should be this
widespread unempleyment.

It is very dreadful to think that in
Australin - we have s¢ many thousands
of people who are usclessly employed.
That is & problem that is being con-
sidered in the Old Country to-day. Some
months ago pablished statisties showed that
during the last 20 years the number of people
employed in distributive and other unprodue-
tive avoeations in England had inereased by
no less than 3000000, There is tow an
agitation in the Oll Counntry that that sur-
plus 3,000,000 persons should be weeded out
of those uvseless avenuves of employment and
put to work in oceupations that might help
the country in the present state of emergeney.
All sorts of extraovdinary attenpts are he-
ing made in Great Dritain, as here, to
counteract the diffienlties and disabilities that
have arisen as the result of recent policies.
In England there is a Milk Board, just as
there is here. I remember not long ago,
soon after the Milk Board came into exis-
tence, a manufacturer of ice ercam on a large
seale had 1,500 gallons of skim milk to dis-
pose of cvery day. He had been selling it
daily very cheaply to hospitals and
charitable institutions. When the board
came into existence, it said to Thim,
“You must not do that.” He replied,
“Then, T will give it to those insti-
tutions.”  Again the hoard said, “You must
not do that” Finally, special permission
was oblained from the local governing
authority for the manufacturer to dilute the
1,500 gallons of good rich skim milk with
four times the guantity of water, and pour
it down the drain—and that in a eountry
where there are hundreds and thousands, if
not millions, of children suffering from mal-
nuirition. In the past every effort on the
part of the British Government to reduce
the number of people nselessly employed in
distributive trades—such as the more eco-
nomic marketing of milk—eame to noth-
ing. TIn this country, as well as in
England, there are not many industries,
from milk to motor cars, in which the cost
of distribution does not impose a tremendous
burden, horne particularly by the pro-
ducer and the consumer. I remember on
one occasion walking through Soho markets.
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The day before I had heen to Covent Garden,
and had heen sad to see our beautiful fruit
sacrificed at extraordinarily low prices,
about Gs, or 7s. a case for first class apples.
In the Soho markets those apples were aver-
aging a fine price per lb. I approached one
of the vendors and said, I know what you
puid for these apples in Covent Garden
vesterday. Surely you counld sell them for
less,” He smiled, and tock me ount to walk
throngh street after street. After a while
he said, “I have bronght you out here to
show you how many of us have te live on
the sale of those apples. That is the whole
reason why the profit on the sales has to
he so large.”

We bear a good deal of talk abouf the
iniquity of the propesal to ration petrol,
Most of the objection seems to be coneen-
trated on the question of the number of
peeple who may be thrown out of employ-
ment. A great many of those people are
at present uselessly employed. I have never
possessed a motor car, and do not suppose
I ever will possess one. I have no desire
to do so. Wherever one goes, one can find
{wo or three howsers where one might
veadily suffice. It is considered a dreadful
thing to ration petrol, and throw out of
work a lot of people who are doing nothing
really useful.

Hon. J. Cornell: There were 13 bowsers
in Esperance a few months ago.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I do not
know to what the hon. member is referring.

Member: Do you mean motor ecars?

Hon. 8ir HAL COLEBATCH: All this
duplication does not mean cheapness {o the
consumer. Where competition is free,
through a large number of persons
being engaged in a particular busi-
ness, the public generally gets the
advantage of it. When persons are compet-
ing against each other the benefit lies with
the consumer. In the instances to which I
have referred—apples in Soho market and
petrol here, the price to the consumer must
be higher because more people have to live
upon the trade. We hear very little protest
ahout the price of petrol in this country.
I am not going to touch now on the ques-
tion of the exorbitant prices we have had
to pay in Australia, hut to take a simple
instance of what happens in this -State.
The people are paying 2s. 4d. a gallon
for petrol in Perth and 150 imiles
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away the price chavged is 25, 10d. a gallon—
an extra (d. DBut those people whe, heing
large consumers, ean afford to equip a truck
to carry down their petrol supplies, have
assured me that the extra cost to them is
nol more than a penny per gallon. Yet
the industries of the counfry have to bear
the extra cost of id. a gallen! How can
it be expeeted that our industries ean be
profitable under ¢onditions of that deserip-
tion?

I think, however, that the most alarm-
ing evidence of retrogression is to be found
in the report of the Education Depart-
ment which was tahled in this Chamber a
few days ago.- On page 34 of that report
will be found the annual reeords of our
school population. I have skipped that
period of extroordinary development in the
life of our State when people were rushing
to  the goldfields. I have deliborately
chosen the year when the gold rush was
over and we were bheginning to feel a de-
Pression, not one so severe as that reeently
expericneed hut still, a very real depres-
sion. T shall start with the vear 1906, 1
have divided the period that has passed
sinee then into two equal spans of 17 years.
From 1906 to 1923 there was an increase
in our school population of 22,042, or an
increase at the rate of 75 per cent. In the
subsequent 17 vears, from 1923 to now,
instead of an inerease of 22,042 we have
one of only 4,610. Instead of an increase
at the rate of 75 per cent. the increase
for the later period is at the rate of only 8.9
per cent. For the last five vears there
has heen a small but steady drop in our
school population. TFor last year there
was a total of 3,500 below the record for
1933, and there were 66 fewer schools in
operation than there were five years ago,
The private schools hetween 1906 and 1923
increased their number of =cholars by 50
per eent., but between 1923 and now by
only 26 per cent., and their numbers have
heent declining during the past two vears,
The extraordinary decrease in the rate of
increase of seholars at our publie sehools
has heen experienced notwithstanding the
faet that there is a larger number of
students over I4 years of age attending
the schools and notwithstanding the fact
that in recent vyears in several districts
a congiderable number of foreigners have
settled, people who are most desirable set-
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tlers from every point ol view, and have
large families. Notwithstanding both these
factors, we find this tragic decrease in the
rate of our school population.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: And how much less
is the Education Vote?

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I do not
know how much less the Vote is, but
I know that the Vote is very mueh
less than it ought to be. I well re-
member soon after I entered this House
in 1912, during the Address-in-reply
dehbate my friend Mr. Cornell made
a very interesting speeeh, in the course
of which he expressed warm approval of
the action of the then I'ederal (tovernment
in providing what was known as ‘‘the
haby honus.’’ I remembher quite distinetly
the hon. memher’s reference to the
general character of that bonums, to its
freedom from any kind of elass restriction.
He said that “the richest lady in the land
ean go along and colleet her £5 bonos,
and no questions asked.”” There is one
question I should like fo ask now, and it
is: Where has it got us? In 1912 the
birth rate in Australia was 27.10 per
thousand; now, after 28 years of the oper-
ations of ‘‘the baby honus,’’ the hirth rate
is down te 17.50 per thousand. Already
it is down below the percentage required
to wmaintain our present population, and
within a very short period of time we must
sre but one end, the decrease in our total
population so fay as the difference between
births and deaths is concerned, with a
steadily growing inerease in the number of
old people. If we were living in a period
of profound peace, I maintain that con-
ditions like these counld be regarded only
with alarm by any thoughtful mind; yet
we aecept them quite complacently, and
this notwithstanding the fact that the war,
as the results of events of recent weeks,
bas heen bronght almost to our very doors.

Of the last 17 years, I have spent 10 yeavs
in Fingland and in travelling abroad. T have
visited a great many of the continentanl coun-
tries. I have had opportunities of seeing
what was happening. I have hecn to (er-
many on several oceasions. It is fashion-
able to cast a lot of blame wpon the small
European States. I cannot endorse that sen-
timent for one single moment. For the most
part, those small Enropean States were pur-
sing a policy that should have protected
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them against aggression on any hand. In
many instances they had been, for many
years, spending more than they could afiord
on armaments, knowing full well that
nothing they could do would protect them
against their powerful neighbonrs if those
neighbours hecame aggressive.  The hlame
rests with the greal democrncies, with
Britain, America and Franee, and with the
British Dominions as well, I venture to re-
mind the House of the warnings that those
democracies received, for the reason that, to
my mind, very similar warnings are heing
regarded fav oo indifferently by us in Aus-
tralia  to-day. In 1919, very shortly
after the termination of the wav, the
Nazi Party was formed, which eventually
lifted Hitler into power. Tt was in 1920,
al a conference in Munich, that the party
ndopted the 25 planks of its policy, which
included the re-arming of Germany as
quekly as possible, the destruction of the
Treaties of Versailles and St. Germain, the
recovery of the German rolonies and the
recovery of those portions of Germany that
had been taken from her after the war, the
expulsion of the Jews and many other fea-
tures of a policy that has been adhered to,
letter by letter, over since. In 1924
Brigadier General Morgan, reporting on be-
half of the British Government after a long
visit to portions of occupied Germany,
declared that the Germans were re-arming
as quickly as they could and he urged that
the British and Freneh armies of oceupation
should not be withdrawn until Germany had
heen compelled to observe the provisions of
the Treaty of Versailles. We know that in
1933 Hitler came into power, having in his
hook “Mein Kampf’’ told the world what he
intended to do. Tn 1934 the Gestapo was
already active in every country in Europe.
Tt was the vear of assassinations. Dollfuss
had been assassinated and Hitler would have
marehed into Austria then and there had he
not been deterred, not by the great democra-
ties or by the League of Nations but by his
fellow dictator, Mussolini. In 1935 he im-
posed conseription upon the German people
in defiance of the Treaty of Versailles.

In that year, 1935, T was privileged to
attend a conference of the International
Chamber of Commerce in Paris. The theme
of almost every speaker an that occasion
was that Burope was tottering towards
trouble and that unless something was done
in the way of stabilising currencies and re-
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woving barriers agaiost international trade,

there must he absolute bankruptey in
many countries, leading inevitably to
war. In 1936 I bad a most ioterest-
ing wvisit to Berlin. I was privileged

to be one of a delegation of four from
the British Section of the International
Chamber of Commerce. The delegation was
headed by Lord Riverdale. Members will
have noted from the reports in the I’ress
that that gentleman has been appointed to
many extremely important offices in ¢onnec-
tion with Britain's war effort. | have very
vivid recollections of the Dbalf-dozen ds-
cussions that we had during the week. The
conference, with leaders of German indus-
try, was bLeld towards the end of Feb-
roary and the beginning of March, 1936,
On one oceasion I sat between D,
Schacht and Herr Fritz Thyssen, and on
another occasion I sat between Ribben-
trop and Dr. Fischer. 1 had an op-
portunity of seeing what was going on,
and it was obvious that in Germany a
struggle was proceeding between the section
that was prepared to go a long way towards
establishing a friendly relationship with the
rest of Europe by means of a re-establish-
ment of trade, and that other seetion, hound
to the 25 points of Nazi poliey, that wanted
nothing but revenge. 1 well remember onr
final dinner during that week at the palaee
of the Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. There
were 12 people af the table, we four dele-
gates from England and eight of the lead-
ing German induostrialists, We four delegates
went to our hotel from that dinner and sat
talking for a long time. We were wonder-
ing what was going to happen on the follow-
ing day because it was well known that
Hitler had called Parliament together, and
something was to he done. YWhat happened?
On that Saturday Hitler sent his troops into
the Rhincland. T walked the streets of Ber-
lin that evening with an Australian friend
who had lived for many vears in Berlin and
knew the German language well. He told
me what the people were saying; he knew
what they were thinking. They were think-
ing that the sending of the troops to the
Rhine was not just an ineident, not some-
thing done for the protection of Germany.
The people knew it was the beginning of
the new war of revenge. In Brussels and
Paris the same idea prevailed. Only in
Great Britain was the news received with a
shrug of the shounlders.
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In 1937 we bad a further conference—a
huge conference—in Berlin, The hospitality
extended to the visiting delegates was extra-
ordinary; it was princely. But it was
obvious that the party led by Dr. Schacht
and Dr. Fischer and one or two others had
ceased to carry any influence whatever, It
was Ribbentrop, Goering and Goebbels who
counted. [ remember walking back from the
first meeting of that conference—a meeting
that Hitler had attended—with Lord River-
dale, and the only two words he usel
were “Too late” A few months later
I attended a confercnce of the Leagus
of Nations in Geneva. It was the
opening of the Hall of Peace. The
Aga Khan was President that year and had
arranged the ccremonies with true Eastern
magnifieence. Thousands of pounds were
gpent in a great reception at the opening
of this Hall of Peace which had cost a mil-
lion of money and was supposed to sym-
bolise the peaceful spirit dominating the
world. To me it seemed just a ftravesty,
when all Enrvope was in arms; when I bad
motored through a portion of Germany,
through France and Switzerland and a part
of Italy and everywhere had seen troop roads
cluttered with troope and tbe small hotels in
every little village crowded ont with officers.
And after having scen that, I attended
this great, this incongruous, ceremony,
the opening of the Hall of Peace!
The following day I heard the repre-
sentatives of the then Government of Spain
pleading for the aid of the Leagne againsi
Franco and the troops of Germany and
Italy. I heard the representative of the
Government of China pleading for aid
azainst Japanese aggression. If those pleas
did not fall npon deaf ears, they at least
fell on unresponsive hearts,

In March, 1938, Hitler had sent his troops
into Austria and in September we had the
tragedy of Munich. The world knows now
the enormous resources that Hitler obtained
as a result of his entry into Czecho-Slovakia.
He sceured 1,500 aeroplanes, something over
¢ million rifles, a countless number of
machine guns and. big guns, all the para-
phernalia of war, and some of the finest
armament factories in the world. But he
gained far more than that. Munick and
what followed after Munich to a2 Jarge ex-
tent shaitered the faith of the small Euro-
pean countries in the League of Nations and
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in the power of the grent democracies, and
we know now what happened in 1939.

Consider the position of France, From
the termination of the last war France has
been torn by political diseord, (Government
succeeding Government in quick succession,
each exhausted in an effort to try to
satisfy the demands of the most elamorous
section of the population. In Hawail
there is a good deal of leprosy, and some time
ago it was decided that the lepers should
be given a vote The first candidate for elee-
tion promised that if he were returned he
would guarantee that every leper should re-
ceive 1 Ib. of poi per day, poi being a very
delectable substance in the oyes of the
Hawaiians. He won the election. At
the next election eampaign his op-
ponent guaranteed 2 lbs, per head, and
he won the election. When Dr. Heiser of
the Rockefeller Institute visited Hawaii to
try to grapple with this sconrge of leprosy
be found that each leper was receiving 7 Ib.
of poi per day—far more than he could
possibly consume, and an agitation was on
foot to enable the lepers to sell the poi and
make other use of the proceeds. I do not
think it is only in Hawaii that poi is pro-
mised to the people. At any rate, it was the
casc in Franee. In 1934 we had the
Stavisky seandals in which members of the
Ministry and members of Parliament were
undoubiedly involved, and heavily involved.
The Government had to resign. An investi-
gation was commenced and it looked as
though the aflair was to be probed to iis
depth, but the investigating judge (Judge
Prinee) was assassinated. Afterwards, one
or two minor offenders were brought to
Justice, and that was all that happened.
Then there was a suceessfnl wclamour in
France for a 40-hour week. I do not intend
to argue whether a 40-hour week is
good or bad, but at that time—when
a vengeful neighbour was cxerting every
possible effort to outde ber both ecom-
mercially and indusirially and from a
military point of view—a 40-hour week
for Franee was nothing less than mid-
summer madness and was s¢ recognised by
a large section of the French people. Then
there was the closing of shops for two days
in cvery week, which resulted in Paris be-
eoming unattractive to that large section of
people from other parts of the Continent
and the United States that had formed so
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large a feaiure of the city's domestic econ-
omy. Even when war eame there was still
the same disunity of purpose. The Com-
munists—many of them members of Par-
liament—were thrust into prison, while the
Faseists were left free to complete the dis-
honour of their eountry.

I do not hesitate to say that to-day we
are confronted with warnings similar to
those that passed negleeted by the great
demoeracies during the few years preceding
this war. There is no need to draw atten-
tion to the latest developments in Japan.
But what are we going to do abont it? That
we ghould exhaust every effort to eultivate
good relationships with Jupan goes with-
out saying. I noticed the eencluding para-
graph in the leading article of last Mon-

day’s “West Australian.” It vead:—
If Japan would renounce attempts and
dreams directed to the eonguest of other

peoples she would find a larger, safer destiny
in entering inte the Anglo-American concep-
tion of world reconstruction through the free-
ing of trade.

That is an admirable sentiment; but what
has America done, what has England done,
what has Australin done to comnend such
n sentiment to the people of Japan? Those
are the countries that have stood in the way
of the freedom of JTapanese trade. Happily,
America scems to have repented. Doth the
candidate on the Demoeratic side and the
candidate on the Republiean side are telling
their people and the world that there is no
future for America, and no future for
democracy until it is recoznised that their
standard of living ean be improved only by
raising the standard of living of other coun-
tries throughont the world. Ts there a like
disposition in Australia? T am sorry to say
I have not seen it. The recent performanece
of the Federal Government in regard to the
motor contract undoubtedly suggests that we
ave still elinging to that iden of economic
nationalism which has becn the chief factor
in bringing the world to ils present pass.

Apart from ondeavouring to cultivate
friendly relations with Japan, what else
must we do? e must put our own house
in order. Wre must make onrselves strong
enough to be respected, though not necessar-
ily feared. And what are the things we
shonld do in order to bring that about?
First of all, there should he the training of
all fit men. We must not stop at that, be-
cause what we are faced with is not an
emergency of the moment. We have to look
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a long way ahead and consider the troubles
that can possibly come to light only in the
time of our children’s children. So we must
try to breed up a fitter population. Shortly
after my return from Germany in 1936 I
visited a number of centres in England, and
1 strongly advoeated the adoption there of
that law which is at present on our statute
book but which no Government seems to
have the eourage ecither to repeal or to en-
force. I refer to the Defence Act of 1904
that provided for compulsory universal
training of our young lads from the age of
12 to the age of 19. A distorted report of
one of my utterances was eabled to this
country and the Trades Hall demanded of
the Government that I should be reecalled
becanse I was preaching conseription. I am
happy to say the Government had too much
commonsense to take any such action. Since
I have been back I have missed no eppor-
tunity of urging that at the earliest possible
moment that Aect should again be put into
operation and our boys between 12 and 19
years of age should start training. T do not
enre whether you call it military training or
not. I do not advoecate it ns military train-
ing or as a measure of defence or some-
thing for the country or the Empire, but
simply as something essential for the
well-being  of the echildven themselves.

Discipline, sclf-diseipline, is one of the
things [lamentably iacking in our ecoun-
try  to-day. T wonder if hon. mem-

bers read the following statement which the
Commissioner of Police made only a few
days ago:—

I have no hesitation in saying that 75 per

cent. of the serious erime in the metropolitan
arca is committed by juveniles.

What is the reason for that? Is it net be-
eanse there is a lack of that training that
leads to self-discipline? I know therc are not
very many dirvections in which we ean copy
onr cnemies, but one thing we can emulate
i1s the determination with which Hitler has
approached the problem of eatering for the
youth of his ecountry. Mis strongth lies in
the hacking he has from the yonuth. Having
seen a good deal of the yvouth movement in
Germany, I have no hesitation in saying that,
stripping it of its aggressive and military
character, there is much of it that might with
great advantage be adopted in Australia,
though not all of it. T was permitted to
spend a half-day in a labour camp and a
haif-day in a concentration camp, and I



[6 AugusT, 1940.]

know all the things in German policy that it
is worth every possible saerifice to avoid.
But when other activities are taken into
consideration such as the magnificent sports
opportunities and the universal training of
both hoys and girls, I repeat that there is
much that we might with advantage eopy
from Germany.

So the first thing which, to my mind,
should be proceeded with all over Australia
to-day is the training of our hoys and girls
with the idea of doing away with a condition
of affairs in which 75 per cent of serious
crime is committed by juveniles, and bwild-
ing np a nore self-respecting community.

The second thing we want is work. It is
extraordinary that in England to-day not-
withstanding the enormous number of men
drafted into war nccupations, there are still
three-quarters of a million of men nnem-
ployed. It is equally extraordinary that in
this young country of Australin—notwith-
standing the number of men who have
enlisted—there are still a great many

sustenanee  workers. To my mind the
snstenanee camp is only a little less
demoralising than is the concentration

earnp in Germany. I am not going to
speak of the conditions that ave hamper-
ing a return to work, but T think that appeal
micht be made to the trade union authorities
that, because of the war and for the period
of the war, all restrictive regulations shounld
be rxamined from this point of view, namely
do they interfere with the maximum perform-
ance of Australia’s eflort to win the war? Tf
the position is examined critieally and im-
partially from that point of view, surely it
would be a very small matter to say that
those restrictions must stand over for the
time heing in the full knowledge that, unless
we win this war, not only those privileges
but also countless others will be lost for
generations whereas, if we win, we shall at
lenst be free to endeavour to make the best
we can of the resources of our country in
the interests of the whole of the people.

The third thing we have to do is to pro-
vide the money. As the viece-chairman
of the State Exeentive Committee for
the raising of war funds, I have visited
many parts of the State and have been
amazed at the generosity of the response
in districts that have snffered long periods
of adversity, distriets for which the future is
clouded and without any encouraging pros-
pect, and vet in those distriets T found people
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coming forward and giving to the last shil-
ling. But the number of war savings groups
in and about the cities is far smaller than it
should be. I heard the chaivman of one of
the larger organisations near the city say,
that, in his constituency of 25,000 people, it
had been almost impossible to get a mecting
for war savings purposes. The only satisfac-
tory way of financing the war i3 out
of savings, and for that reason I
have deemed it a privilege and a
pleasure to do all T could in the war
savings certificate eampaign. This system
of war savings certifieates has the doubla
advantage in that it provides the money and
implants into the people the habit of thrift
and saving, while the savings they make now
will be of great benefit to them and to the
country when the time comes to face the
diflicult problems arvising out of the war.

Personally, | share the confidence that
other members entertain in ultimate vietory,
but we shall not be entitled to that vietory
anless we deserve it We shall not be en-
titled to victory unless we do the utmost that
iz within onr power to win it. We in Ans-
tralin have a very long way to go—though
I think the record of Western Australia is
quite as good as that of any other State—
before it can he said that as a community
we are doing our utiost either for the help
of the Empire or for the defence of Aus-
tralia. After the war is gver, what is going
to happen? Are we going to have that same
burden of unproductive debt erushing the
industries of every country? Are we going
to have the same dishonourable expoedient,
synthetic currencies, manufactured by Gov-
ernments to tide over diflicnlties, destroying
the savings and the confidence of the people?
Are we going to have those restrietions of
trade by tariffs and other methods that have
destroyed, first prosperity and now prace?
Or are we going to have that en-operation so
eloquently advocated by a man whom T re-
zard as the foremost statesman in the world
to-day, Cordell Hall. T hope that will be the
case,

During my absence and during my Hravels
I acquired the very vicious habit of keeping
a diary—an extensive diarv. I happened to
lock up a date in Mareh, 1936, a page written
after a visit to the Leipzig Fair, the greatost
fair in the world having an unbroken history
of nearly 1,000 years. I saw in that fair
evidence of remarkable (German efficiency;
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T saw the direction if was all taking. At the
hottom of the page I wrote these observa-
tions—

You might as well try to throttle down a
ateam engine with a sheet of tissue paper as
attempt to keep 67,000,000 of such people
confined within the narrow limits of their own
country, particularly of post-war Germany,

What a wonderful world this will be for our
children’s ¢hildren when the so-called eivilised
nations recognise the wisdom of making the
achievements of all countries available to the
people of all other countries without let or
hindrance!

HON. B. H H. BALL (Central) [6.7]:
I feel somewhat disinelined to proeeed with
the debate after the excellent address we
have had from Sir Hal Colebatch. As I
have stated on previous occasions, I con.
sider that we are sent here to carry out our
duties as we think they should be dis-
charged. Some people say that because the
Empire, of which we form a part, is en-
goged in the most deadly struggie of its
history, we should give the Government its
head and let it carry on, but I cannot ap-
prove of that attitnde. Therefore, at the
risk of being called petty, I propose to suy
my piece, believing that the people who re-
turned me last May expect me to do so, and
I have no doubt that members, whether they
approve of my action or otherwise, will
give me the vconsideration that I always ex-
tend to them.

I wish to join in the congratulations ex-
tended to the new members and utter a word
of sympathy for thosc who fell by the way-
side. Without making any invidious dis-
tinctions, I might mention Sir Hal Cole-
batech and say that all shades of political
opinion represented in this House weleome
the return of such a distingmished gentle-
man. He has had experience in the Parlia-
ment of the State and in the national Par-
liament of this eountry; he has had the ad-
vantage of representing this State at the
scat of Empire, and he must surcly be in a
position to give us the henefit of great ex-
perience, I, with many other members, have
not heen privileged to cenjoy similarly
varied experience, but we have members in
this Chbamber with lifelong cxperience as
business men and as legislators and often
find thaet their opinions are ignored. I am
wondering whether any advice that Sir Hal
is able to give us will receive the considera-
tion that it should. Again without wishing
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to make any invidious distinetion, I should
like to mention the pleasure I felt at the
return of Mr. Seddon, I do not always
agree with the hon. member, but that he is a
member of whom we are all prond goes
without saying. He sets an example of con-
scientionsness and devotion te duty that is
excellent in every way, and doubtless every
member was pleased at his return,

One matter touched upon by Sir Hal
Colebatech was the cost of distribution, a
subjeet on which I have often spoken.
Nearly every milkman, butcher, baker and
other distributor in the metropolitan area
appears to have a motor vehicle to deliver
his goods. Although the duty of imposing
embargoes of one kind and another falls
within the province of the Commonwealth,
I have sometimes thought it a pity that,
despite our desire for freedom, something
was not done to disconrage the use of goods
from overseas, the transport of which to
Australia results in one-way traffic.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Another reference
made by Sir Hal Colebatch this evening
was to democracy. Western Australia’s pre-
sent Government has been in power suffici-
ently long to allow me to give consideration
to the system by which we are conducting
our public affairs. It has been borne in on
me by present Ministers’ long oecupancey of
the Treasury benches that this democracy of
ours is not & real democracy. True, it may
be government by majority; but my con-
eeption of an efficient democracy is not that
a country should be ruled by sp smzll a
majority as that which has permitted the
present Ministry o control the destinies of
Western Australia for three yvears with a ma-
jority of one. I have taken the trouble to
cast up the votes given at the last general
election in contested districts, omitting seats
for which members were returned unop-
posed; and I find that the combined Coun-
try Party and Nationalist votes numbered
109,212, whereas the Labour votes totalled
92,074. I repeat, this is exclusive of uncon-
tested constituencies. Nevertheless I realise
that this state of affairs is not peculiar to
Western Australia, but obtains throughout
the Commonwealth, and probably through-
out other democracies. Do not you, Sir,
who have spent half a lifetime in politics,
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and other members of the House with simi-
lar experience enabling them to give close
study to this question, agree that it is just
gbout time the minority got some sort of a
suy in Western Australia? The minority
has not any say under this great demo-
cratic system of ours. Unless the minority
is allowed some voice in the conduct of af-
fairs, we cannot expect those results which
we have a right to expect from democracy.
The only means by which what I de-
sire could be achieved would be to adopt
the system of elective Ministries obtaining
in Switzerland. In the Swiss popular
Chamber the Ministry is selected from all
round the House. Let us visnalise what
would happen if such a system were in force
here. Let us deal with this Chamber, Take
inte consideration the wise things said hy
members of the Legislative Counecil, men
with a lifetime’s experience in business,
while present Ministers have had no ex-
perience in the handling of commercial
affairs—which is not their fault; it is
nothing to their discredit. However, not
one of the gentlemen pow in charge of the
destinies of Westorn Australia has had even
five minutes’ experience of putting in his
own cash and obtaining a return. Yet they
are appointed to rule the affairs of the
State. They are placed in positions which
enahle them to treat with contempt if they
s0 desire—and mostly, it appears to me, they
do so desire—any suggestions coming from
various sides of this and the other Chamber.
No wonder our system of democracy has
fallen down. It has not delivered the goods.
What we have heard from Sir Hal Colebatch
to-night does not leave much to our imagina-
tion. It has been stated and repeated for
years—long before I entered this Chamber
~—hy members possessing Ministerial experi-
ence that unless we altered our ways we
would come to an unhappy end. Therefore
it would be an advantage to Western Aus-
tralia if the men with cxperience at the
helm saw their way to come together and
reason out a more equitable system of gov-
ernment than exists here at present.

Now as regards enemy aliens, Like other
members I realise that this is a matter over
which the Commonwealth has full control.
However, exactly where do we State mem-
bers stand in the matter? We are all State
taxpayers, and some of us are Federal tax-
payers; we are not two different sets of
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people.  When Someone comes to me about
an old age pension or invalid pension diffi-
eulty, or some post office or telephone mat-
ter, it is not my part, I consider, to say,
“That is a Federal matter; write to your
Federal member,” I have never questioned
other State members as to what they do in
this respect. Naturally, in my electorate not
many Federal members are seen; and a
large section of the people there would
rather get hold of a horse or cow or plough
or other implement than handle a pen.
Sometimes an elector of mine says to me,
“T have been wanting to see you'’ I say,
“Why didn’t you drop me a line?” The re-
ply is, “I don’t care for a pen.'’ In such
eases I never refuse to take up the matter
with the Commonwealth Government,

Just a brief quotation from the “West
Australian” of the 25th July. It is a tele-
gram from Sydney stating that a meeting of
ex-soldicrs held at the Town Hall there de-
manded internments. The issue was raised
by Mr. Keith Todd, of Griffiths, a country
viee-president of the R.S.L. That gentleman
stated—

We have between 2,000 and 3,000 aliens in
the trrigation areas, and of that number only
12 have been interned,

Well, what is the trouble? e all remember
the night on which the Federal Parliament
passed emergency legislation known as the
National Seeurity Aet. On that day I had
specially come to Perth about certnin busi-
ness in regard to which I found wrong in-
struetions had been given. Though not be-
cause of my visit, the mistake was dis-
covered. At all events, instructions which
had been given were countermanded. When
the Federal Parliament passed the National
Security Act in the small hours of the morn-
ing, certain orders were flashed over to this
far-distant State.  Two military officers,
mobilised from their eivie ocenpations, came
to Geraldton, and there was a round-up.
Motor trucks went out and took away inen
who had been furnished with eredit to en-
able them to grow tomatoes during the grow-
ing period. The tomatoes were ail veady to
be picked; some had even been packed
ready for the Friday night’s train to Perth.
All right. The safety of the realn must
come first. But there is always a right and
proper way of doing an unpleasant job.
Now I ask hon. members to listen to this,
published on the 6th August, With all due
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respect to the Defence Department of Aus-
tralia, I declare that I never heard or read
any greater piffle.

Interned Aliens. Control of Business Acti-
vities.—~Interned aliens are in the position of
persons confined to hespital. That is, they
can carry on their own business by means of
letter or agent.

That is wonderful. The same thing might
be said about persons confined in lunatic
asylums,

This explanation was given at the head-

quarters of thc Western Command yesterday
in reply to many inquiries regarding the effect
of restriction on aliens' business activities,
A sudden emergency might arise—say a
big tidal wave, or an earthquake—which
would justify, and alone would justify, a
happening of ihis sort. On the 2nd July,
well over a month after these people had
been put away, I received a letter from a
Federal member acknowledging reccipt of
a communieation from me on this subject.
The loeal people had teld him that he would
have to communicate with Canberra. Then,
on the 12th July, I received the follow-
ing communication from the Prime Minis-
ter, or from his office:—

I desire to acknowledge the receipt of your

letter of the 4th July in which you have drawn
attention to the condition of the crops of a
numher of enemy aliens in Western Australia
who have been interned, I have noted the posi-
tion as cxplained by you and am arranging for
your representations to reccive consideration.
I shall get in toueh with you again as early as
practicable.
On the 22nd July, in answer to a letter
from me asking what bud been done, I
reecived a commumeation stating that my
correspondent was still awaiting the re-
ceipt of nmews from the Prime Minister.
On the 6th August we are given the illum-
inating statement from the Western Com-
mand, that interned aliens ean transact
their business in the same way as people
who are in hospital.

Member: What happened to the tomato
erops?

Hon, E. 11, H, HALL: The tomatoes were
allowed to rot on the vines. I hold ne
brief for enemy subjects, bui hope I am
prepured to freat cvery man decently.
That is what we are fighting for,

Fion, H. 8. W, Parker: What were you
first told?

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: I refuse to take
notice of a member who is also an officer
of the branch I am criticising.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: I want to correct
YOUT Crro1s.

Hon. B, H, H, HALL: The hon. member
can do that when his turn comes,

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: Do you think you
are doing any good to the war effort?

Hon, E.- H. H. HALL: I am doing my job
as 1 see it. It is disgraceful that a state-
ment of that sort should eémanate from a
supposedly responsible authority.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: It is disgraceful
that you are distorting the facts,

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: Is there any dis-
tortion of the statement that enemy aliens
are permitted to transact their business in
the same way as people in hospital?

Hon. H, S, W. Parker: No.

The PRESIDENT: Qrder!

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: T now wish to
touch upon a subjeet to which I have re-
ferred on previons oceasions, but that is
no reason why I should not deal with it
again. It is the snbject of youth employ-
ment. Tn the *“West Australian’’ news-
paper of the 16th June, 1937, appears n
report of evidence given before the Royal
Commissiener, Mr. Justice Wolff, who was
appointed to inquire into this important
matter. Quite recently I read n statement
from the Australian High Commissioner in
London to the following effect:—

The individual facing starvation and unde-
served suffering would  willingly  harter
vaunted principles for a sure livelihood. Demno-
eracy should be directed to higher standards
of living and greater prosperity.

Perhaps T will be told that that is a plati- -
tude; but why a Government that has been
in power continuously for a long period has
o little to show on the eredit side of its
realisation of this extremely important sub-
jeet, passes ny comprehension. The matter
is one that has received eareful and earnest
consideration by all Govermments through-
out the world. 1 shall, however, confine my
remarks to our own Commonwealth. True,
we arc told—and with a certain amount of
justification—that youth employment is a
matter for the Commonwealth Government.
When Australia decided to federate, it was
agreed that eertain matters should be handed
over to the Commonwealth, but youth em-
ployment—g matter which did not exist at
that time—was not one of them. I was
thought right and proper to scrap compul-
sory military training; and that of course
was something over which the States had no
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control. The State Government could, how-
ever, without great expense, bave introduced
4 syslem of compulsory physieal training,
but it did not do even that. We are re-
minded that our own Police Commissioner
deplores the amount of juvenile delinquensy
prevailing in this State. I have read simi-
lar statements by Police Commissioners in
the other States. Twelve months ago 1T
said in this Chamber that expendi-
ture on technieal eduncation in this
State is the lowest in the Common-
wealth, That is another matter about
which our Government should not feel
proud. Hitler is said to sneer that demoe-
racy is deeadent and corrupt; so it is, if its
political and e¢conomic systems permit thou-
sands of our young people to become so
much flotsam and jetsam drifting about the
State, jumping trains and looking for jobs
that do not exist. For many years past I
have maintained that when the ordinary
wage-carner has fed and clothed his ehildren
and kept them at school wuntil they reach
the age when they may leave, he has done
all that can veasonably he expected of him.
When the law of the land provides that a
child must attend school nntil he reaches a
certain age, then, on attaining that age,
young people ave entitled to the means of
earning their livelihood. Tt is the duty of
their elected vepresentatives, that is, the
Government, to provide them with a liveli-
hood. That I think eannot truthfully he
gainsaid; surely it is & commom, homane
principle. If we tell a boy that he must go
to school wnti! he veaches the age of 14
years, then when he attains that age he has
the right to say, “I belong to this eountry
and T expect it to give me a chanee to lead
a decent, ordinary life.” But that has not
happened. The working man’s son has been
told by representatives of the Government
of this State, “Your father is working, let
him keep you.” A niee state of affairs!
Many people say the school-leaving age
should be raised. I am not averse to that,
but I do not hear many people expressing
themselves as in favour of making some
allowance to the wage-earning parents—very
likely on the basic wage—to compensate
them for the loss of wages which the child
would have earned had he left school at the
age of 14 years. If the school-leaving age
is fo be raised two ycars, then the Govern-
ment should compensate sweh parents, pro-
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vided they prove thai they will suffer by
such aetton. I have spoken on this matter
with scveral teachers and have been in-
formed that many children attending sehool
would not improve if they remained at les-
sons until they were 16, so far as the ordin-
ary subjeets included in the currieulum were
eoncerned. Some boys may show no apii-
tude for ordinary lessons, but eonld readily
seize some tools and improve themselves in
that way, Something should be done in the
way of vocational training. An effort should
be made to ascertain what a boy or a girl
has some inclination for. In that way we
might do something that would lead us some-
where. I would ask yon, Mr. President, and
members to bear with me for a minute or
two while I read a letter written to me on
the 19th of last month from & farmer vesid-
ing ahout 25 miles from Geraldton. The
letter reads:—

Dear 8ir,—I have n young lad working for
e by the name of Duncin Hayley, He will
be 17 years in Qetober. Ile is very reliable
und trustworthy. There ig something different
nhout him from other lads of his age, He is
very interested in inventions. His ambition is
to be nn electricnl engincer. He lhas made a
wireless set, also a niodel cngime. It seems
to me a lad like this should not have to waste
his time on a farm. Although I do not wont
to lose him, at the same time I would like to
see him get into a trade, as I think he would
probably be an asset to his country in later
years. The boy’s pareuts are our nearest
neighbours. His stepfather, a farmer like my-
self, eannot afford to put him to a trade, I
wonder if you ean do anything for him., I am
sure he would be most grateful, and the same
goes for me and his parents. Trusting to hear
from you soon, yours faithfully, George Cox.

My, George Cox is & returned soldier who has
seen something of the world. He says the
lad is a good boy whom he does not want to
lose, but he does not want to stand in the
bay’s way, so he has written to me inquiring
if I ean do anything for him. I am mak-
ing this statement to-night in the bope that
some Metropolitan member might know of
an organisation with which I eould get in
touch.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: I have a list of about
60 like that.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: T am glad and

sorry to hear that interjection from
Mr. Bolton. Does it not prove we
are not doing our duty to these
voung people? How long will the

people of this State tolerate such masterly
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inactivity? These hoys have no votes; if
they had, I venture to say it would not be
long before something was done for them.
We are spending on ordinary education a
large sum ot money for a population such as
ours. | do not think Mr. Justice Wolff had
any particular gualifieations to inquire into
the subjeet of youth employment. I do not
know whether he was connected with tech-
meal education or youth employment, but
he made a report oo the subject that X
have read again and again. It is an excel-
lent report. He stresses what Mr. Stephen
Leacock, a master of schools for many years
in the Old Country, pointed out. He
said that it seemed to him systems of
education were overloaded and top-heavy. I
wonder if hon. members have children still
attending school, especially a high school.
Have they looked at the subjects that the
children are supposed to assimilate? There
are enough of them to sink a ship. In “John
o' London,” dated 156th March this year,
Mr. Leacock writes of education from an
exporience of nearly 20 years of school and
college training, 10 years of actual school
toachine, 36 years of college lecturing and
three years of retirement to think it over.
““John o' T.ondon?’ comments that these
remarks are an epitome of the contents of
Mr. 1earnek’s book. There is a very fine
artiele draling with the book in which it
is pointed out that the system is top-heavy
and some ridicule is east upon psyehology
as well.

1 am onite willing as a result of the
war to admit that other districts are suffer-
ing as are the districts in the province 1
renresent, hut we have to take it all with a
hrieht face and make the hest of it. But
when a distriet has something that might
he of use to the State, it is only natural
to fear that ofTorts might be made to de-
strnv if. Tn the Northampton distriet we
have an ahundance of lead, and high-class
lead it s, tou. There is & publication
printed in Svdnev called ‘‘Rydpe’s’’ and
in the is<sne of the 1st January last 1 came
aernss th's:—

At th  ~nd of October, the Board of the
Rrokon 71" Asgociated Smelters Propriatary,
Lta.. anpo-nead that, acting for itself and
~harehniin~ ~ompanies which supply the lead
eonceptentne for smelting, viz,, North Broken
Hill, Limited, Rroken Hill South Limited and
the Zine Cnpnoration, Limited, it had con-
traeted tn <ell to the British Government for
the periad of the war and three months there-

[COUNCIL.)

after, 13,870 tons of lead per calendar month
fo.b, Port Pirie, at £18 165, 7d. (Australian)
per ton. Agsuming the Australian and New
Zealand demand is maintained and Norths are
able to sell any small balance available in per-
missible overseas markets, the directors say
that there is every indication that they will be-
able ty sell the full current production of lead.
Why cannot we produce it also? The
reason is becanse we have no Broken Hill
Company.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Has not the Broken
Hill Company some interests in your dis-
trict?

Hon. E. - H. HALL: I do not think so.
Mr. ¥ernie, a gentleman who I believe is
very well fitted for the important position
to whieh he has heen appointed in Western
Australia, wrote on the 23rd July on the
possibility of a new induostry being estab-
lished, This is what he had to say—

The department hag received inquiriea for
large quantities of miea in sizes ranging from

1%4in. square to 6in, square at from 2s. to
16s. per 1b.

The size of it has prevented its being ex-
ploited on a commercial hasis, but Mr.
Fernie says that 1% inches is sufficient. I
wrote to the department on the subject and
received this reply—

We have your letter of the 4th inst. I would
advise you that it would appear that there is
somowhat of a shortage of miea in Australia
at the moment, owing to a hold-up by Italians
in Central Australin. Production in this State
appears tg be at a standstill, the reasons be-
ing, T think—(a) unattractive prices offered
to Australinn agents, and (b) ignorance of
producera as regards preparing the product for
the market. I understand that some parcels
forwarded to Loadon have proved worthless on
aceount of careleas preparation.

A recent letter from Mr. B. Brazzale, of 11
Liverpool strect, Adelaide, requested to be put
in toueh with mica producers in thig State, and
one of his represcntatives reeently called at
this officc and stated his intention of visiting
various mica deposits. Other agents are Min-
cral Traders, Litd,, of 140 Rundle street, Ade-
laide, and M. Nathan, of Queen street, Mel-
bourne, C.1. It is of little use to contact con-
sumery unless the mine is sofficiently developed
to ensurc continuity of supply of special sizes.

Is what My, Ifernie stated correet? I take
it that gentleman is not speaking with-
out knowledge of the subjeet. Would it be
too muel to ask the Government and the
Mines Department to get in touch with some
of these people who have miea on their pro-
perty? One old man wrote to me—and it
was his letter that induced me to communi-
cate with the department—that he knew
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‘where there was mica and he wanted to
know from me whether T was aware of the
existence of any demand for it. 1 have read
the reply that I received from the depart-
ment. But when Mr. Iernie makes a state-
ment of that kind it seems to me that the
department would be doing a serviee not
only to the distriet but to the State as well
if it gave us the opportunity to engage in a
little trading in a commodity the need of
whirh has heen brought about by the war.
The larger cities in the BEastern States are
doing well out of the war; our State is not
doing quite so well, although therc is some
money being spent here. You, Mr. President,
represent a mining provinee, and everything
is prosperous there beeause of the high price
of gold, and so you do not know what hard
times really are. A lot of people in my pro-
vince, however, and partienlarly around Ger
aldton. do know, because they are having
what T might terin a hell of a time. Gerald-
ton itself is a port and no one can rob us of
that. The Government, as everyone is
aware, has spent a lot of money there in
providing an up-to-date harbour. 01l tankers
c¢all in there and transfer their oil direct to
storage tanks. Yet we have to pay 2s. 9d.
a gallon for petrol!

We hear a lot also abont military camps
being established in various parts of the
State, but a thought is never given to Gerald-
ton or its surroundings. I admit that the
Premior, who represents that constituency
has made representations, but I admit
also that he has many important
things to attend to and he might be ex-
eused for not having been able to secure
an encampment for us. I am voicing my
own opinion when I say that Geraldton is
eminently suitable for a camp of some de-
seription. 'Why have all the men at Northam,
for instance? I do not say that because
something was done in the last war it
should be repeated at the present time
when we are once more at war. 1 hap-
pencd to be in a Defence Department job
during the last war, and at that time an
old retired general was placed in charge of
administration. A Royal Commission was
appointed to investigate matters and I ap-
peared hefore it in Melbourne. The result
of that Commission’s investigations
was the removal of the nld general,
and the  vplacing in his stead of
Major-General Ramaciotti, a  brother
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of owr Chief “Hansard” reporter. I
was the 'first oflicer on his staff, and 1
¢an speak with some knowledge of what fol-
lowed. I consider that the distriet I repre-
sent is entitled to an encampment or a train-
ing school for flying ofticers, because, as I
said, it is eminently suitable for either and
particularly for the latter. If not either of
those, why on earth can we not have in that
part of the State an internment camp? I
wonder that the Chief Secretary is able to
sit so quietly when he sees his beautiful
garden islands being converted into intern-
ment areas. Imagine Class A reserves be-
ing converted into sueh camps. Many aliens
have been brought to the southern part of
the State at considerable expense. Actually
some minors not miners. If we had our
rights we would have had an internment
camp at Geraldton, and if not that, a militia
camp. Why should everything be done in
or around the metropolitan area?
Reverting to the Mines Department, I
should like to say a few words about the
mining industry. The Government has not
done badly by that industry but there are
many old shows that eould be exploited and
turned to profitable account if only the Gov-
ernment displayed a little more generosity
towards those who would be prepared to
apen them up. I have a number of letters
on the subjeet, but I have no intention of
reading them. They stress the fact that the
charges at State baiteries are foo high. I
hope something will be done to encourage to
the ntmost possible extent the produetion
of gold whilst it remains at its present high
price. On the 10th June, 1939, the following
appeared in the “West Australian’’:—
Early this year a deputation of representa-
tives of variows religiovs denominations con-
ducting institutions which care for and maintain
State wards, waited on the Miniater for Child
Welfare (Hon. A. R. G, Hawke) and asked
him for an increase in the Government allow-
ance. The present allowanee is 7a. per child
per week, which the members of the deputation
stated was ‘‘entirely inadequate.’’ The Min-
ister replied that thc deputation had an un.
answerable case, the only question being
whether the Government had any money avail-
able, **This request must rank high in merit,*’
he added, ‘“and I feel sure it will bs viewed
by the Government from that point of view.’’
I will now go back to the 25tk January,
1939, and read the following from the ‘“West

Australian® :—

An inerease in the Government allowance for
wards of the State was asked for by a deputa-
tion of representatives of religious denomina-
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tions conducting institutiona registercd with the
Child Welfare Department for the care and
maintenance of State wards which waited on
the Mirister for Child Welfare {(Hon. A. R. G,
ITawke)} yesterday.

On the 12th June, the *“West Anstralian” in
a current comment made the following
observations :—

The plen of the orphanages and homes which

care for and maintain State wards that the
vapitation grant of 73, a week they receive for
this work is inadequate is apparently not chal-
lenged by the Government and will certainly
not be challenged by anyone clse.  The only
defence advanced by the Government is inabil-
ity to find more money, but that 1s not in itself,
any ilefence at all unless it can be shown that
a similar degree of starvation cexists through-
out the social servieces. Caring for the helpless
is a eervicc which should rank very high
amongst the obligationa of amy civilised com.
inunity,
We all know that the payment of such
paltry amounts for the maintenance of
children by the good people who look after
the orphans is a blot upon those who have
occupied the Treasury beneh for so long
term. Does the Government really believe in
State trading coneerns? Does it believe in
gonducting State hotels? I do not think T
would be far out if I said that of all Stute
trading concerns the hotel business has
proved the most suecessful. Why does not
the Government carry on the goed work?
When one has found a good thing it is advis-
able to go on with it. Why plaster up a
policy and refrain from ecarrying it out?
There is only onc word to eover that. I ask
the Government, ‘“Does it stand for conduct-
ing Btate hotels, and is it opposed to the
granting of monopolies?’ There are three
centres on the Murchizon goldfields, namely,
at Big Bell, Reedy and Youanmi. In each
of these towns the Government, which is
opposed to the pranting of monopolies, has
given a monopely to certain wealthy indivi-
duals and companies, in that it has allowed
them to erect and conduct hotels, One at
each of these centres has been granted to
these people. Nothing else mattered execept
the man who eould put up the most expen-
sive hotel. It is about time that sort of
poliey was scrapped.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Have you scen the
hotel at Wongan Hills?

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: Let me quote
what has been done, not in South America,
but in South Australia. At Renmark there
is what iz known as a community hotel.

[COUNCIL.]

If our State Government does not wish to
carry on with these suecesstul State trading
concerns, why does it not give the loesl
people an opportunity to conduet » com-
munity hotel! The committee of the Ren-
mark Hotel, Seuth Australia, has announeed
the distribution of profits for the year just
ended.  The institution is  community-
owned, and is controlled by a ecommiltee
chosen annually by the electors residing in
the town of Renmark and irrigation tiast
districts. Each year the profits are allocated
amongst the local hodies. After making pro-
vision for improvements to the hotel pro-
perty the committee showed a uet profit for
the year just elosed of £3,838, a slight in-
ercase over that of the previous year. The
distviet hospital will yeceive £800, the dis-
triet eouncil of Renmark town £750, the irri-
gation trust £700 for improvements to the
reereation gronnd and oval; the Renmark
institution £300, the Barber Memorial Swim-
ming Paal £300, the Relief Committee £200,
the raring eluh £200, the Agvienttural High
School Council £150, the Mothers and Bah-
ies’ Health Association £100, the Soldicrs
Memorial Loan Reduction £100, and the
School Committee £150. Altogether during
the year £1,850 was spent on enlarging and
improving the hotel property. Ministers fre-
quently go to the Eastern States. T do
not know whether members are aware
that whilst Ministers travel in the Eastern
States they receive £2 25, a day in addition
to their Parliamentary allowance. Why
could they not have bronght back something
like this?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Or, why could
they not have brought back the Renmark
Hotel?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Government
has allowed private enterprise, which it pro-
fesses to detest, to come in at the three
centres I have mentioned and conduct
monopolies, I eannot understand that and
I think other members will have difficulty
in understanding it.

Hon. J. Nicholsen: You think the posi-
tion is such that an amendment to the Licens-
ing Aet is required?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That should not
be difficult to bring about, if it cam be
shown that goed work ean be done by con.
ducting sueh an hotel. No amendment to
the Act is required to establish a new State
hotel. Alroady the Government owns a num-
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her of hotels, If it is satisfled that the
husiness is a good one to conduet, why does
it not eontinue it? The Chief Secretary may
sigh; the situation is enough to make him
sigh,

I now wish to deal with relief workers.
“Hansard” for 1938 shows that the mem-
ber for Fremantle, without notice, asked the
Minister for Labour the following question :—

Is he aware that relief workers are being de-
nied the right to stay on road jobs because
they have taken their families with them; if so,
will he have this practice discontinued and the
men returned to their work?

The Minister replied:—

[ understand that within the lagt day or two

certain road jobs have been completed, and
some of the men conterned have not been trans-
forred to other jobs in the district because
facilities for families have not been available,
I will undertake to have an investigation made
with a view to obtaining full details, and, unless
some very substantial reason exists why the men
should not he accompanied by their wives and
families, they will be sent back to their jobs.
I have here a letter dated the 30th July in
which men complain about this very matter.
One man was sent to a job and was pro-
vided with faves for himself, his wife and
family, After a few wecks the job was
completed, and then the man was transferred
elsewhere. Because his wife was not living
in a camp with him, bat in a house, the
anthorities refused to give him a pass. Not-
withstanding the reply given in the Legis-
lative Assembly to Mr. Sleeman, this
privilege may not, perhaps, have been abso-
lutely disallowed, but certainly men are not
encouraged to take their wives with them
to camps in the bush so that their women-
folk may look after them while they are
on the job.

There is another matter that I find diffi-
eulty in understanding. I refer to the prae-
tice indulged in by the present Government
of employing trucks on main road work. I
wonder if members understand the system
that obtains. Those employed on main road
work, whether shovelling or driving tracks,
arc all wages men, but the trucks used on
the job are under contract. That means that
the man driving a truck receives a weekly
wage, hut the material that is carted is paid
for at contract rates. What is the result$
The man is anxious to work hard and make
a little ghove the basic wage. In the ecir-
cumstances, he is often tempted to seceure a
truck for himself. He gocs to a motor firm
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and if he bas £30 or £60 for the deposit,
well and good. He gives the firm an order
on the money that he expects to earn by
contract on main read work. Then he goes
to the gravel pit and, although he is the
driver of the truck, be participates in the
shovelling. To visualise what takes place is
not at all difficult. The harder and the
longer hours he works, the more money he
receives, The others are just wages men,
and naturally do an ordinary day's work.
Is that a fair proposition? Is that the atti-
tude we should expect from Ministers who
do not believe in the contract system but
uphold the principle of day labour? Why
have a shandy-gaff arrangement like thatf
If the Government hed any administrative
ability and recognised the necessity to do
something for our young men, a large num-
ber of motor trucks would have been pur-
chased. Who could do that better than the
Government ?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Quite a lot of people
could do it better than the Government.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Government
could have bought large quantities of motar
spirit. Then at Albany, Kalgoorlie, Bun-
bury, Northam, Geraldton, Meekatharra and
elsewhere, assembly shops c¢ould bave been
erected where young men could have ob-
tained training as motor mechanics. That
could have been done guite apart from war
considerations altogether. That is one dir-
cction in which the Government could have
somewhat eased the position. On the other
bhand, the Government has chosen to carry
on what I consider an entirely unsatisfac-
tory arrangement. I have a letter signed
by 14 or 15 truck drivers who asked me to
bring this matter under the notice of the
Commissioner of Main Koads. They stressed
the unsatisfactory situation. The work pro-
vided 15 supposed to be for sustenance men,
but there are business men who have trucks
on the road. They supply the trucks and
pay the drivers on some basis. Yet if a
man goes on the road as a shoveller, he is
supposed to be “down and out.” He is not
allowed to have any money in the bank nor
are his children allowed to have any money
in the savings bank. Nevertheless, men who
are running their own businesses are allowed
to have trucks on the road engaged in these
operations. Let me quote from the letter T
have referred to: —

We are all married men with family respon.
gibilities and depend on our truck earnings for
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our living, hut we have to compete against men
who have other husinesses and who can afford
to purchase traeks and compete in Main Roads
Board work employing hire drivers. This we
convider ix not fair as we are told the werk is
sustenance work; but what we consider to be
most unfair is that these men who employ hired
drivers receive preference over the owner-
drivers.  We can give instances of this if it is
disputed. Oune of the most glaring cases is that
of Mr. ——, of Geraldton. If inquiriea are
made it will be found that this man has both
trucks and tractora on main road work.

I do not think that is fair, Recently there
was a variation in the basic wage and I
read somewhere that it represented o the
Government an added burden of £120,000.
Whatever the amount may be, it is an added
burden on the State and also on the primary
producers. That is where the responsibility
will rest. For how much longer are we to
wait for Ministers, who occupy positions of
responsibility, to introduce 2 more satisfac-
tory system than the present silly method
of dealing with the basic wage? Those are
my words, but let me read to the House
what one of the Government's supporters
said in the Legislative Assembly. On the
12th OQectober last, Mr. Triat, the member
for Mt. Magnet, speaking on the Estimates,
said :—

Amonnts received in salary and wages may
appear to be high. A man in reeeipt of £1 a
day, or £6 or £7 a week, seems to be receiving
reasonable remuncration, but I have had experi-
ence of securing both a high wage and a low
wage during the time T have been responsible
for maintaining 2 home, T ean definitely assert
that I was hetter off when I reccived £3 10s. to
£4 a week than I am now , . .. I had just as
much, if not more, for my own use out of the
monry T received after T met my commitments
ns T have now . . .. One pound sterling = few
Yyears ago enabled one to purchase quite a lot
of goods, but the sum of 20s. today has nothing
like the same value . . . . It is custemary for
people to say that the worker is receiving too
much money by way of the basie wage, which
has gone up 58, or 63, a week, It is said thae
the workers are gotting that much more than
they reecived laat time the basic wapge was
fixed. As one who participated in the increase
in the basie wage, I say that in most cases the
workers derive no benefit from the inerease. The
rise in the basic wage comes after the cost of
goads has risen. It is always chasing the cost
of living because the basic wage increase has
always been preceded by an inerease in the cost
of living . . ., The subject is n dangerous one
to tackle when one is representing a mining con-
stitwency. The people of the State should be
educated to the belief that the basic wage is
not of advantage to the individual.

Here we bave a leading Labour supporter
in Mr. Triat confessing that the increase in
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the basiec wage did not compensate him for
the increase in the cost of living. When a
man of the experience of Mr. Triat, who
was 2 union organiser, as most Labour
members were before they obtained a seat
in Parliament, realises the futility of carry-
ing on with this lLusiness, is it not time that
those in power met together and devised
some more reasonable method of conducting
the affairs of the State, especially when the
present system bears so heavily and unjustly
on the primary producer? The primary
producer must produce under a crushing
tariff burden, imposed, it is true, Ly the
National Government; he has also to bear
the inecreases in cost of living through the
continual rising of the basic wage and yet
sell his produets in the open markets of the
world. What is the cause? You, Mr. Pre-
sident, know much better than I that those
whom the gods would destroy they first
make mad. That expresses the way in which
we are carrying on the Government of this
State. A stabilisation scheme was intro-
duced in New South Wales under which, ae-
cording to the Premier of that State, a pay-
ment of 3s. 6d. for the first thousand bags
of wheat was proposed. In all schemes that
have been evolved for the purpose of
enabling the wheatgrower to get a decent
living from his work, I have never heard it
suggested or proposed that the subsidy,
which must be paid by all the people, should
go to the man who is on his farm growing
wheat for a living. Is it right that Minis-
ters of the Crown, members of Parliament
—I dare not look around the Chamber, so
will look straight at you, Mr. President—
men engaged in other businesses and in-
dulging in wheat-growing as a sideline—I
am one of them—should go to the general
taxpayer and hold out their hands for the
snbsidy ¢

Hon. L. B. Bolton: They are the men
carrying the industry.

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: When you have
done I will continue.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I say it was
never intended that such men should hold
out their hands for a subsidy. That sub-
sidy should be reserved exclusively for the
men actually growing wheat for a living,
and residing on their farms with their fami-
lies, Those are the pcople whom we should
endeavour to assist in every way possible
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to remain on their holdings, so that our
country distriects will not become depopu-
lated.

We have reserved occupations. We have
men in uniforms iravelling about the coun-
try who are styled “Man-power officers.”
God help us! I eannct imagine that we
shall get mueh from certain of those of-
ficials. Before a farmer can obtain the
honour of enlisting to fight, and may be to
die, for his country, he must be approved.
The unfortunate farmer who happens to
be a client of the Agricultural Bank is in
a worse position still. It is impossible to get
a ruling from the officials, except in a gen-
eral way, as appears by the documnent from
which I shall quote—

The Commissioners requirc the client to ap-

point an attorney in order that the farming
operations may be coutinued during his absence,
ag it is the wish of the Commissioners, as far
as possible, that production be maintained. In
ordinary cireumstances, interest should be paid:
but where arrears of interest occur by reason
of exceptional circumstances, such as had sea-
gons, each case on application will be considered
when the client returns to the property.
He would then be a returned soldier. What
if he does not return? Is it not the height
of hypoerisy? Produection is to be main-
tained. At whose expense?

Hon. H. L. Roche: When he returns.

Hon. E. H H. HALL: If I were
to stand here all night, it is what
the position deserves. Tears of blood

have been shed by men and women in the
back country in their endeavour to keep up
production, The Federal Government dur-
ing the past eight or tem years con-
tributed some millions of pounds towards
the relief of wheatgrowers. After that, the
State Government said, “This is a job for
the Federal Government.” I say our wheat-
growers are sick and tired of all members
of Parliament. Is it a job only for
the Federnl Government? Is there no-
thing that the Stale Government can
do? If so, then, as Shakespeare said,
“A plague on both your houses.” Wipe
them out. It is said that youth employment
also is a job for the Federal Gevernment.
What happens when the States Grants Com-
nmission  visits Western Australia?  The
Under Secretary of Health, the Direetor of
Edueation and other officials appear before
the Commission and say, “We cannot render
essential services to this great, sparsely popu-
lated State.” I voted against Federation. I
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also voted against the Financial Agreement.
I am one of those awful State-righters! 1
was born here. I voted for sceeszion; but if
we cannot get efficiency and economical ad-
ministration from those who are charged with
the responsibility of conducting the affairs of
the Stale, then I say, “Let us be governed
from Canberra or Binduli, or somewhere
elsc.” Returning to the subjeet of agriculture
and farmers who desire to enlist for active
service. If we condemn them to continue pro-
duecing, is it not only fair that the Siate
Government or the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, or both, should at lenst ensure that they
get a litlle more than a living wage? That
they have not done For some time. I have a
letter from the Honorary Minister to & man
who has been turned down by the Agricul-
tural Bank. He is not getting any assistance
whatever from the Bank. He has no plant
and has not eropped for a period of years.
He is residing on his property and getting a
living by working for neighbours in the dis-
trict. He is a returned soldier, but that does
not matter, although I must say that the
people of Australia have, as far as if is
humanly possible, kept the promises made to
our soldiers. This man is enjoving a small
pension, a very small pension. He came fo
me and said, “You know the conditions of
the farmers in this distriet; they cannot
afiord to employ me any longer and I have
only this 5s, 3d.—or whatever it is—per
week. What am I to do? T cannot get any
work at all.”

The Honorary Minister: He has some

sheep.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I will tell the »hole
story. The man said, “T must get some he'p.”
I replied, “There is only one thing £or vou to
de and that is to fill in an appliention for
relief.” He did so. T reecived a rerle from
the Minister stating that the man canld not
get relief. This Jetter is dated the 30th Tuly
last. Tt reads—

Ag previcusly stated to yon thig man is a
elient of the Agrienltural Bank. TUnder no
circumsatances as far as employment is econ-
eerned do we have anything to do with farmers
or anyone on the Agricultural Bank. Tt is
a matter of policy with this department which
is rigidly earried out.

I replied to the Minister— -

Re Mr——, He may be indebted to the Agri-
eultaral Bank, but he is not now a client in the
ordinary acceptation of the term, in that he is
not receiving any assistance whatsoever from
that institution. The department’s rigid en-
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forcement of the policy to have nothing to do
with farmers or anyone on the Agricultural
Bank will in future, as it has in the past, force
men and their families off their holdings in the
country into the town, and that cannot vesult
in benefiting this State as o whole,

The Minister interjected, “He had some
sheep.” True, there sre sume sheep on the
property which this man looks after in be-
tween times; but I think the Miunister knows
—and if he docs not 1 will tell him—that the
man does not get one penny from the wool
proceeds. I think there are some 100 to 150
sheep on the property; hut the money goes to
the Agrieuliural Bank, and the man does not
get o penny from the institution. This man
has been out on the farm for years, but the
Apvicnltural Bank thinks so little of the
property thal it refuses to give hum or any-
hody clse anything to cnable an attempt to
be made to earry on. They tell bin fronkly
that the property is no good. Wonld it be
too mueh to expert that a  Gevernment
charged with providing relief work should ry
te keep that man there so that he might have
a few fowls and perhaps a eow and pig by
means of which he might help to replenish
the fanily larder? We all know that when
a man of that kind goes into town, every-
thing he wants for himself, his wife and his
family has to be purchased. I am not sug-
gesting that he should be placed on the same
basis as the man living in town. Wiy should
the Government not say, “You are living on
your farn, and this is what we will do. We
will grant you se¢ much relief work per
week.” Would that not be preferable to send-
ing bim into town, taking him away from
the home he has lived in for years?
Would it not be well to keep him on
the farm if he could do with £2 or
£3 a week rather than send him into the
town and pay him the full hasic wage of
£4 5s. 4d. per week? T think it wounld, and T
am putting that suggestion forward for the
Minister’s consideration. I hope the pro-
posal will be favourably entertained,

When the depression first struck this
State, the Mayor of Geraldton ecalled a
public meeting, and those who attended de-
cided to contribute so much a week in order
to raise monev to provide work for the un-
employed. The secretary of the loeal
A W.U.—now the general seeretary in Perth
—was present, and he said he would have
nothing to do with the scheme unless Arbi-
tration Court awards were adhered to and
the bagic wage paid. We overcame the diffl-
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eulty by telling the men that we could not
give them a full week’s work nt the basic
wage but would employ them for two days
a week at the hasic wage, and for the rest
of the week they would be idle and could
do what they liked. That scheme was ear-
ried out for some weeks. All I ask is that
there should be a little give and take, a
little consideration shown to a man; but
because he is a client of the Agricultural
Bank the department says, “We will have
nothing to do with you at all.” I have here
a leiter from the “West Australian” of the
10tk May. It is from the Mukinbudin Road
Board. The matter must be serious when a
road board takes it up and allows its secre-
tary to communicate with the newspaper
and give detailed instances of the harsh
manner in which the Agricultural Bank Act
operates. We, the direct representatives of
the primary produeers, were urged to pass
that measure, and were assured that it
would be, administered in a sympathetic
manner; but we have it on the statement
of a local governing authority that the Act
is being administered very harshiy.

This afternoon, in reply to a question, I
received information that separate accounts
are not kept of the visits of inspection by
the Commissioner of Railways through the
railway system of this State. I was re-
quested to put that question by a railway
man of over 30 years’ cxperience. I sup-
pose members know what happens. DBefore
I go any further I wish to point out that
I think the present Commissioner is a very
fine officer and one of the best Commission-
ers, if not the best Commissioner, we have
had. Nevertheless, things are done in this
present enlightened age for no other reason
in many cases—and this may be one of them
—than that they have always been done.
We must see if we cannot make some im-
pravement, This is no time for people who
continue in the same old way because it has
been the accepted custom to do so. These
visits of inspection by the Commissioner
cost a lot of money. A speecial train is re-
quisitioned, carrying an enginedriver, a fire-
man, o goard, a dining ear and a sleeping
car with attendants and some six or seven
departmental heads. Nearly every Monday
morning during the session I leave home at
20 minutes past eight in order to attend
the sitting of Parliament on Tuesday. The
train by whieh I travel from Geraldton to
Mullewa takes four and a half hours to
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travel 65 miles, but those taking part in
visits of inspection do not spend four and
a half hours travelling 65 miles; they often
travel in a special car. The distriet traffic
superintendent, the district engineer, and the
distriet locomotive superintendent travel
constantly over the northern railway system,
as they do over the other systems, and in ad-
dition there is the annual visit of inspection
by the Commissioner and other heads of
departments to whieh I have referred.
Yet, when I ask about the eost, I am told
it is not worth while to keep a separate
account of it.

Another justifiable complaint I have

coneerns  the answer T received to a
question asked either directly or dur-
ine my remarks on the Address-in-

reply last session, I asked why, in the
voluminous annual report of the Commis-
sioner af Railways, no mention was made
of the equalisation that takes place be-
tween the Midland Railway Co. and the
Government railways. The Commissioner
ealmly replied that he did not think it
necessary. If that satisfies members of the
Hounse, of course the wmajority must rule,
but T ask any member to peruse the report
and note the number of comparatively in-
significant items that are included. Yet
here are transactions between a private
company and the Government railways, and
the Commissioner considers them of in-
suffirient importance to tell the representa-
tives of the people how the equalisation is
worked. This is a serious matter. Look
st any Midland train and we find that
three-fourths of the rolling stock belongs
to the Government. If the Midland Rail-
way Co. pays for the use of that rolling
stock, why is not there some account of
it¥ Yet I am told it is not considered neces-
sary.

I must refer once again to the failure
of the State Government to make any move
regarding the Commonwealth’s offer of
some years ago to take over our North-
West. If the Commonwealth authorities
take it over, I hope they will take the terri-
tory from Carnarvon northwards. I should
be sorry to see three members of this
House lose their seats, but the transfer
would lessen the cost of administering this
State. The Premier made a statement in
another place on the 30th Angust, 1938, as
follows—

The State lacks the necessary financial re-
sources with which to develop the North-West.
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If we have not the necessary financial re-
sources to develop that huge territory, why
not hand it over to the anthority that has?®

Again I feel impelled to refer fo the blot
on the fair name of this State caused
through the ineptitude and failure of the
Government to live up to its respousibility
in dealing with the half-caste population.
In 1936 a series of articles appeared in
the ‘‘West Australian.’’ A Royal Com-
missioner was appointed to make inquiries
and he dealt with the issue of rations in
no uncertain manner. One of the “West
Australian” articles contained the following
statement :—

Giving rations is a thoughtless and stupid
charity. By itself the ration is not enough for
a proper diet. The manner of its distribution
is turning able-bodied people into supplicant
beggars . ., .

Whatever action ig taken, it will need to be
taken at once, for every year the growth in num-
hers makes a golution more difficult . ...

There is a body of waste Inbour waiting to

be reclaimed, as well as a social problem wait-
ing to be settled.
All T can say is that the present state of
affairs is a disgrace. We talk about the
repression of tninorities in other parts of
the world, but here we have human beings
brought into existenee through the weak-
nesses of brother whites and we continue
to sidestep our obligations and responsi-
bilities, In the ‘‘West Australian’ of the
3rd Angust appeared a long letter from
the seeretary of the Kondinin hospital in
which he pointed out the difficulty of ob-
taining doctors for country distriets. In
the course of his remarks he said—

The only way this ean be done is by national.

ising the medical service of the State so that
doetors would rank as civil servants under the
anthority of the Government to be sent wherever
their services might be needed. 'Wa underatand
that this has been tried out in some of the
States of Ameriea with sueceess,
We have no nced to go outside the bound-
aries of the Commonwealth for an example,
Tasmania had a Labour Premier named Mr.
Ogilvie, and if he could do thig for Tas-
mania, Mr. Willeoek has been long enough
Premier of Western Australia to do some-
thing similar for us. Here is a statement
of what Mr, Ogilvie did—

Tasmaunia laments, by the sudden death of its
Premier, Mr. Ogilvie, not only its Premier, but
the driving foree behind one of the most neees-
sary and enlightened soeial service schemes in
Austrnlia—-a Government socialised medical
gervice that has been an inestimable boon to
gn]othéers and others in the outlying parts of the
islangd.
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Maternity serviee is provided and there is
free hospital accommodation, Who feels the
pinch most when hospital fees have to be
paid? Is it the man in receipt of £12 or
£15 o week or is it the basic wage earner?
We all know who it is, and it is time pro-
vision was made for free hospital accom-
modation for those people.

A few days ago the Chief Secretary
tabled the anmual report of the Registrar
of Friendly Societies, whose duty it is to
supervise those societies and see that they
account for their funds., I have wondered
whether the Registrar eould he empowered
to exercise supervision over the funds
of trade wunions. I know why this is
not done; the wunions would not ap-
prove of it and the men who oceupy
seats on the Treasury bench are loth
to do anything of which the unions
would disapprove. Still, sometimes when
things are done for uws, they prove to he for
our benefit, although we may dislike them.
According to a report in the “West Aus-
tralian” the trade union membership in this
State totals only 53,602, and here is a state-
ment of unien income and expenditure for
three years—

Year, Income, Expenditure,
£ £
1938 87,000 86,000
1937 87,000 81,000
1936 86,000 92,000

Thos in 1936 expenditure exeeceded income
by £6,000, but members will rceall what
happened in 1936. There was a general
election. I am not squealing on this seore,
but jn the foce of repeated advice by judges
of the Arbitration Court that unions should
keep their funds clear of polities and de-
vote them to proper use such as the pro-
vision of a benefit scheme for members who
fall sick or lose their employment, I think
the Registrar should excrcise some control
over the expenditare of union funds. Time
and again Mr. Thomson has urged the Gov-
ernment to consider the advisahility of ap-
pointing a committee comprising all see-
tions of Parliament, to inquire inte and
report upon the proposed expenditure of
publie funds. I do not suppose the hon.
member would mind if the Government
appointed a committee comprised of busi-
ness people and union leaders, so long as
there was got together a body of men pos-
sessing knowledge of the subject and ability
to advise the Government before Ministers
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rushed into the expendifure of public funds.
No notice has so far been taken of M.
Thomson’s suggestion.

When we indulge in destruetive eriticism,
we are asked why we do not suggest
something of a construetive nature. Let me
tell members something of what has been
going on in Geraldton. The present Govern-
ment must take the major portion of the
blame, because it has been in oltice for so
long and for so continwous a term; but
blame is also attachable to other Govern-
ments. One could hardly credit that quali-
fied engineers would put forward a water
supply seheme such as was proposed at
Geraldton, when it was doomed to failure
from the start. These gentlemen began by
scooping out the top of a hill about seven
miles from Geraldton, They said sufficient
water would pour into the resultant hole
to provide for the necessities of Geraldton.
The whole scheme was ridicnlous. The ex-
penditure ran into some thousands of
pounds, and the people of Geraldton were
charged with the cost. Everybody knows it
is possible to get fresh water close to lhe
sea. When I was a boy, Chinamen used to
dip in their buckets and obtain sufficient
fresh water for their vegetables. Some
bright Government engineer said he would
get water from Grimshaw Valley. The
town was assured that it would have suf-
ficient water for its requirements; but when
pressure was put upon the supply, the
water went salt. That had to be paid for
by the people of Geraldton. The present
water supply scheme is a fairly good one,
but the people have had to pay for the mis-
takes of the past. These mistakes were due
to the failure of the Government to institute
proper inquiries, such as would be made by
a committee like that recommended by Mr.
Thomson. Beeause no inquiries have been
made public moneys have heen spent need-
lessly.

The other day Perth had a visit from the
Ajr Minister, Mr. Fairbairn. We are all
enjoined to practise economy, I read in
the paper that a number of acroplanes flew
over the eity in honour of the Minister's
visit, and I am told that in the conrse of the
display appreximately 1,000 gallons of petrol
were consumed.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: That was part of the
men’s training.
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Hon. E, H. H. HAUL: 1f so, I presume
we have to accept the position. Unless a
better example is set to us by the powers that
bg, by these very men who are urging
economy in all direetions, how ean the people
be expected to carry out their wishes?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Why not consider

the cost of “Hansard,” to start with?

ITon. K. H. II. HALL: Those people who
are advising us in this direction ought to be
the very ones to give us a lead. On the
notice paper is a question eoncerning the
cost of Government motor cars. Qutside this
building, when the House is sitfing, T have
seen an expensive Government car that is
used by the Chief Seerctary.

Hon. L. Craig: It is a niee one, but not
necessarily an expensive one,

Hon. E, H, H. HALL: His predecessor,
the Leader of the House for many years,
never within my knowledge used a motor car.
I wonder whether cach Minister is given a
car for his own personal use. If we must
have economies, let these in high places sct
the example. Then there is the question of
travelling expenses for Ministers. Of neces-
sity the Premier has frequently to visit the
Eastern States. I understand that for every
day he is away from his office he deaws
travelling expenses to the tune of £2 2s, in
addition to his Ministerial allowance. Will
the Government tell me that at a time like
this, when we are enjoined to praetise
economy, some sacrifice should nof be made
in that direetion? When Ministers travel
within the State, I understand they are en-
titled to 30s. a day for expcenses. I wonder
whether when the Minister for Labour visited
Geraldton to speak for my opponent, he
drew 30s. a day to cover his expenses during
the eampaign. I suppose he did.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Was it not worth
while?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Public husmess,
forspoth! When the Government was re-
turned to power, it came back as a result of
mis-statements. I have a pamphlet in my
hand to prove that. It was vsed against me.
It was said of me, “Hall is not a bad ehap;
but if you return him and his party, wages
will go down and the hours of employment
will go up.” If people cannot fight fairly,
they should not fight at all. The Labour
Party issued a pamphlet. It set out what
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Labour had done for the people and con-
taitied the following sentences:—

Labouyr has raised the
Labour has shortened hours.

workera’ wages,

Every school child knows that all that s
fixed by Arbitration Court Awards. If it
were not so we would have political parties
saying, “We will give you £5 a week and 40
hours work,” and in the following election
saying, “We will give you £10 a week, and
no howrs at all.” 8o it would go on. I have
here o pamphlet indicating what I said, and
I spoke the fruth. It sets out the follow-
ing:—

Central Province clection. Questions for the
clectors—Are you in favour of destitute and
physieally inenpacitated men and women being
allowed by the State Government the paltry sum
of 7s. per week for their sole maintenance?

Whas that trne or not? -

Are you in favour of paying those religious
and other bodies, who care for the destitute or-
phans of the State, the paltry sum of 7s. per
week for their maintenance?

Are you in favour of the meagre allowance
made by the Government to widows for the
maintenanee of their ehildren being cut off when
the age of 14 years is attained, irrespective of
whether the child can secure employment?

This is the action of a body of men who
have been in possession of the Treasury
beneh for many years, and who profess to be
humaonitarian. They say no money is avail-
able for these purposes. There is something
I very nearly forgot. I have been told that
the Chief Secretary visits his farm in a Gov-
ernment motor enr. I made the same state-
ment about Mr. Troy. I know it was
true in his ecase, hecause I saw him
with my own eyes. If the statement I
have made about the Chief Secretary is
not true—it is something I have heen told—1
now give him the opportunity to deny it.
Mr. Gray visited Geraldton at the request
of unions, and I believe he was told that it
was owing to the considerate manner in
which he had treated me that I was re-elected.
What do hon. members think of thaty I
am pleased if what I heard was true, that
Mr. Gray stood up to the union secretary
who made that statement. I assure Mr.
Gray that T have spoken of him as a hum-
anitarian, apart from his position as a Min-
ister of the Crown. But never let him
have any illusions whatever that my return
to this House was due to anything he had
done for any case that I have put forward.
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If I cannot put up a ease which will stand
on its own merits, I will not put up any
case at all.

What the present Government has done
for the people can be gauged from the

Savings Bank deposits. They are the
great eriterion of the prosperity of
the people. I will quote them: In

1937, Vietoria, with a Country Party Gov-
crnment, depositors averaged £4016s.1d.;
in New Sonth Wales, with a Nationalist-
Country Party Government, £30 8s. 9d.;
in South Australia, £45 0s, 6d.; Tasmania,
Queensland, and Western Australia, all
with Labour Governments, £31 1s. 2d,
£27 10s. 5d., and £26 1s. 1d., respectively.
Three years later, in 1940, the South Aus-
tralian average was £45 19s. 9d., Vietoria
£42 13s. 4d., New South Wales, £31 16s. 114d.,
Tasmania, £35 9. 7d, Queensland
£28 16s. 11d. and Western Awustralia
£26 12s. 8d. Both in 1937 and 1940 West-
ern Australia proved to he the lowest of the
lot.

Hon. G, Fraser: Do you blame the Gov-
ernment for that?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T am dealing' with
false statements which have been made. We
have heard from no less an authority than
Sir Hal Colebateh that this is a non-party
Chamber. We have often said that, and
have been sneered and jeered at for saying
it. Now I come fo a circular sent into the
Central Provinee hy Mr. Trainer. This
copy was handed to me by a newspaper
man, who said, “Here, I can find no use for
trash like this; perhaps it is of some use fo
you.” Mr. Trainer’s circular reads:—

It is strange that inertia on the part of clec-
torates should be so strongly in evidence at elec-
tions to the Legislative Council; and it has to
be admitted that that apathetic attitude is most
marked amongst those clectors who pin
their politieni faith to Labour. To a
great extent, of course, this e¢an be
traced to  the restricted franchise upon
which the Legislative Counci! is elected,
and in some measure it is also due to the fact
that the political hattle-ground is, theorctically
at least, in the Legislative Assembly, where the
fate of Governments is decided.

Because of the latter fact, the Legislative
Couneil is regarded by far too large a percen-
tage of the electors as of no importance in the
politieal structure of the State. They know, of
course, that elections to the Chamber are held
every two years, but the event is looked on with
a casnalness which suggests the view that the
election is merely an opportunity for some lncky
individual to attain to a plush seat and £600 a
year. That attitude of mind, probably, is be-

cause of the myth that tbe Legislative Coun-
cil, is a non-party House, that its members,
like the gods on Olympus, are above the petty
concerns of mere humans.

Actually, nothing could be farther from lhe
truth. The Upper House in this State is far
more partisan in its attitude towards legisla-
tion desired, and required for improvement of
the social and cconomic conditions of the
people, than ig the case in the Assembly.

So now, hon, members of the Legislative
Council, you know where vou stand in My,
Trainer's opinion! The eircular econtinues—
In that eommection the primary producer hag
cqual ecause with thc wage-earner to awaken
to thce epportunity which an clection of the
Upper House offers him. The records of the
Legislative Council, and alse the present per-
sonuel of the Chamber, emphasise that it is the
citadel of those vested city intercsts which are
cxploiters of both producer and consumer.

At the election to be held on the 1ith May,
primary producers in the Central Province
have the choice between the retiring member
of the party, who is the mainstay of veated
interests, and a candidate of the more liberal
section of political thought. Mr. Stecle
is a farmer, ia an executive officer of
the farmers’ organisation, to which he has
rendered good scrvice. He is, too, a depend-
ahle champion of the rights of the masses as
agnainst the classes. His return for the Cen-
tral Provinee would be a pleasing assurance
that the farmers have awakened to their own
interests, and welcome evidence of the strength
of the advance of Labour thought all over the
rural areas in the past year or su,

Thank God the farmers are not to be canght
with stuff like that! This is a free country
yet. The Labour party, like any other
party, ean contest any seat it likes. I ask
that party o he fair and impartial, and to
state by whom the legislation bronght down
by that party has been supported more
than it has heen supperted by me.

Hon. L. B. Bolten: And that is what you
got for it.

Hon. E. H. . HALL: We know that
there were two seats contested in the
metropolitan area. There is one gentleman
in this Chamber—and I think T am point-
ing towards him—who has given the
Lahour party a little assistance at times.
He was given a fair run at the elections.
The Metropolitan Province seat was not
contested, but the Government spent the
funds of the relief workers chasing me.
They found the money for that candidate’s
election expenses.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: I do not hear
any cries of ¢‘Shame.’’
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Hon. E, H. H. HALL: [ do not want to
hear any eries of **Shame’’ from anyone,
not even from the hon. member interjecting,
who is pleasant to me at the tea table. If
the Labour Party wanted representation
in this Chamber, I wonder why they did
not try to get it from the wage-carning
section that lives in the Metropelitan and
Metropolitan-Suburban Provinces. Is the
renson that the leaders of Labour thought
those electors knew too much about
them? Yas it that they thought the
poor old Cocky away ont in the Central
Provinee would be canght with this chaff
that Trainer was giving him? Why, it is
contemptible! 1f the Labomr Party was
really dinkum, why did it not contest these
seats and try to put out other members,
_try to obtain representalion here for the
Metropolitan and Metropolitan-Suburban
Provinces? I ask the question, and I will
provide the answer. They were not game!

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. H, H, HALL: In conclusion, I
shall merely add that I was indeed pleased
to read in this morning’s ‘"West Aus-
tralian’’ an extract taken from the London
““Times.”” I do mot propose to read it; if
members have not perused it, I hope they
will do so. When we can read sentiments
such as those expressed by the ‘‘Times,”’
there is some hope for a better world. T
regretted reading the report of an inter-
view said to have taken plaece with Sir
Joseph Cook, one of the grand old men of
Australia. He was reported as saying that
he had no time for the man who thought
and spoke of a new order emerging from
the present terrible conflict. Sir Joseph is
a very old man, though, of course, of great
experience. T hope the old gentleman will
prove to be wrong in his outlook. In the
langnage of the classies, our present sys-
tem is ‘‘up te mud.”’ 1t is a continuous
fight. We all want to buy in the cheapest
market and sell in the dearest. Geraldton
is a long wayv from the metropolis, and I
have reminded the residents of the northern
port of that faet. They have returned the
Premier to the Legislative Assembly for
many years and I always secure a good
majority when I seek a return to my seat
in this Chamber. Geraldton, the good old
Labour town! The most prosperous and
wealthy storekeeper in Gersldton is a
Chinaman. Yes, we all want to buy in the
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cheapest market and sell in the dearest.
Until we ean do away with the uneonseion-
able eapitalist and the equally consecience-
less labourer, each of whom endeavours
always o get the better of his fellow man,
we will not make much worth-while pro-
gress, and the present war will have been
in vain.

On motion hy Hon, J. A, Dimmitt, debate
adjourned.

House adjonwvned at 9.28 p.m.

Regtslative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 6th August, 1940
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF

COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to announce
that I have appointed Mr. Withers, Mr. J.
Hegney and My, Seward to be temporary
chairmen of Committees for the session.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE GAOL.
Employment of Able-bodied Prisoners,

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
the North-West: 1, How many able-bodied
prisoners are in the Fremantle gaol? 2,
Apart from duties concerned in dealing with
their own personal needs, is work to the ex-
tent of at least forty-four hours per week
per prisoner always available. 3, From the
reformative view is it considered desirable
that able-bodied prisoners should be pro-
vided with regular full-time employment
and habits of industry thus ineuleated?



